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From the Desk of the Special
Education Supervisor for
QACPS.
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We are off to another
exciting start but we are so thankful that we are able to do so
in-person. We recognize that COVID continues to present
challenges to education as we used to know it but the QACPS
Special Education department continues to be innovative and
diligent in our efforts to provide meaningful instruction in a
safe and healthy way. We continue to focus our efforts on both
academic and social-emotional well being.
October is a very busy month. October is Learning
Disabilities/Dyslexia/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) Awareness, Blindness awareness, National Down
Syndrome Awareness, and National Disability Employment
Awareness month. Join us as we celebrate differences and
promote individual abilities.
For many students with dyslexia, accessible books level the

playing field, allowing them to achieve their potential in school
and become lifelong readers. That is certainly the case for
Minnesota Honors student, Ella Johnson. A dyslexia diagnosis
opened a whole new world of learning for Ella through
text-to-speech audio. “Reading with your ears or any sort of
accommodation is still reading and it counts,” explains Ella.
“Any way you can access a book is worthwhile. I love to read!
Once you find the tools that work for you, it’s so much easier.”
Read Ella’s story. Reach out to a case manager today if you feel
your child may benefit from text-to-speech accommodations
related to a print disability, they may qualify for a free
Bookshare account.
We continue to be here as a resource for you and your family
as we celebrate successes and problem solve challenges. If
-you have a question or a need, we encourage you to reach out
to our office at 410-758-2403 x. 131 or talk to your child’s case
manager. We look forward to working with you this school year.

Thank you for your continued partnership and
collaboration.
- Joeleen Smith, Supervisor of Special Education

SECONDARY TRANSITION
The message is clear….Transition starts at Birth. In the
world of Special Education, we are in the midst of a
“shifting of the mindset” in the way that we look at and
approach Secondary Transition. We know that a
student-centered, individually designed approach helps
young people with disabilities transition seamlessly into a
life of independence and meaningful participation in the
community.
Incorporating transition activities that build self advocacy
skills and independence starting at an early age will
support students entering the adult world with the tools
that they need to be successful.
Below you will find Maryland's Transition Continuum that
provides a framework for movement towards meaningful
participation in Community, Careers, and Post-Secondary
Education.

For more information on Secondary Transition, please
contact
Heather Maddy, QACPS Secondary Transition Specialist
Heather.Maddy@qacps.org
410-758-2403 ext 260
Andrea Wilson, B.S.
Vocational Rehabilitation Technical Specialist
Division of Rehabilitation Services
Maryland State Department of Education
8737 Brooks Drive, Suite 106
Easton, Maryland 21601
andrea.wilson@maryland.gov
(410) 770-4646
dors.maryland.gov | Facebook | YouTube

Special Education Citizen’s
Advisory Committee (SECAC)
The Queen Anne’s County
(QAC) Special Education
Citizen’s Advisory Committee
(SECAC) is committed to
ensuring the provision of
quality services to students
with disabilities ages birth to 21
by working collaboratively with
families, community, school
staff, and other professionals to
provide a forum to discuss issues related to and advocate for
positive changes in special education in Queen Anne’s County
Public Schools.
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!

Special Education Citizens
Advisory Committee
The Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee
(SECAC) w as created by the State Legislature to provide
support and advice to the Supervisor of Special
Education

Family Support Services
The Family Support Network (FSN)
was created to meet the needs of
Maryland families with children, birth
to 3, who have been identified as
havening developmental delays or
disabilities by: (a) providing
information to families regarding
community services; (b) referring
families to local support groups,
workshops, and advocacy groups; (c)
providing opportunities for families to
network and share ideas and experiences; and (d) helping to
link “experienced” parents with parents of newly identified
children with similar needs.
Preschool Partners provide ongoing support to families of
children ages 3 through 5, maintaining the connection with the
local Infants & Toddlers Program, as well as fostering new
connections among families, preschool programs, and
community services.
Questions? Contact: jennifer.christian@qacps.org
___________________________________________

PATHFINDERS FOR AUTISM
Pathfinders for Autism works
to support and improve the
lives of individuals affected by
autism through expansive,
customized programming, and
by providing resources,
training, information and

SECAC provides support and guidance to parents and
the community on issues related to students w ith
disabilities and their families

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:
Access to SECAC sponsored w orkshops and seminars
Netw ork w ith other parents

activities free of charge.

Interact directly w ith Department of Special Education
senior personnel
Learn about state and county resources

SECAC
EMAIL: secac.qac@gmail.com
Parents, join us at our bi-monthly SECAC meetings!
3rd Tuesday of the month via ZOOM!
6:00pm - 7:30pm
Check https://www.qacps.org/Page/209 for details
Upcoming Meeting Dates: 11/16, 01/18, 03/15,& 05/17

ZOOM LINK:
https://qacps-org.zoom.us/j/98464936859
**SECAC FLYER AT END OF NEWSLETTER

THE PATHFINDERS FOR A UTISM RESOURCE CENTER
The Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center is the cornerstone of our
efforts to serve Maryland’s families by:
●
providing timely, accurate autism-specific information and
resources
●
responding personally to inquiries via telephone, email and
Facebook
●
distributing monthly “PFA Tips” articles on a variety of topics.
The Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center helps families navigate
the often confusing and complex array of services, treatment, and
programs available to them. Our staff receives calls from parents w ho
have just received a diagnosis; caregivers of adults w ith autism in
need of support services; individuals w ith autism w ho are seeking
services for themselves; and professionals w orking w ith clients w ith
autism.
The Pathfinders for Autism w ebsite is a critical link to the thousands
of families and professionals w e serve throughout Maryland. The site
offers a searchable, online database of more than 2,200 providers
along w ith informative articles and a calendar of autism-specific
events.

_____________________________________________

QAC Infants & Toddlers
Program
Purpose
The Queen Anne’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program provides
multidisciplinary early intervention services to eligible children,
birth through 4 years of age and their families. Through
family-centered services, parents and caregivers are provided
guidance and coaching to help their child be successful at
home and in the community and develop school readiness
skills.
Eligibility
● Has a 25% delay in at least one of five developmental
areas: cognitive, physical (including vision, hearing, fine
and gross motor), communication, social/emotional,
adaptive
● Manifests atypical development or behavior in one or
more of the five developmental areas, interferes with
current development, and is likely to result in a
subsequent delay (even when diagnostic instruments
and procedures do not document a 25% delay)
● Has a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has a
high probability of resulting in developmental delay
(e.g., Down Syndrome, substance-exposed newborn,
Autism, hearing or visual impairment, etc.)
Services
● Physical Therapy
● Occupational Therapy
● Speech & Language
Therapy
● Special Instruction
● Behavior

Parents Place of Maryland

The Parents’ Place of Maryland began in 1990 as a
grass-roots effort of families, professionals, and community
leaders determined to provide resources, support, and
information to parents of children with disabilities and special
health care needs. Our philosophy of “families helping families”
reflects our commitment to supporting families of diverse
backgrounds.
Today, the Parents’ Place offers a variety of programs
and services that continue to support families of children with
disabilities and special health care needs. Serving as
Maryland’s Parent Training and Information Center and
Family-to-Family Health Information Center, Parents’ Place
supports thousands of Maryland families each year. Parents’
Place, staffed primarily by parents who have faced these
challenges, believes that experienced parents are a key source
of knowledge and support to help other families become
effective voices for their own children.
.https://www.ppmd.org/
________________________________________________

●
●
●
●
●

Audiology
Vision
Family Education/
Support
Service Coordination
Transition

Referrals
Anyone can refer a child to the Infants & Toddlers Program
(e.g., pediatricians, family members, parents)! To make a referral,
visit http://referral.mditp.org, or contact Mary Lou Christian,
R.N. at 410-758-0720 x4456.

For more information, contact Dawn Fraser,
Program Coordinator, at 410-556-6103 x11 or
dawn.fraser@qacps.org.
___________________________________

Maryland Coalition of Families

CONNECTION

SUPPORT

EMPOWERMENT

Click Here to Find your local family support center.

Maryland Family Network’s
Family Support Centers
Our Family Support Centers help more than 3,000 parents a year
finish their education, learn job readiness skills, build solid social
netw orks and improve their parenting skills. At the same time their
very young children have access to a state-of-the-art early care and
education setting that helps them reach their greatest potential.

...for families experiencing mental health, substance use
and/or gambling issues. MCF's staff in every Maryland county
and Baltimore City:
● work with caregivers and other loved ones to help
them access needed supports and services for their
families
● support and amplify the youth voice
● empower family members to advocate for improving
services in all systems of care for children, youth,
adults and families
DO YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING SERVICES?

Maryland’s Family Support Centers are here to help parents and other
caregivers w ith the challenges of raising a child. The free,
comprehensive services are for children from birth to three years of
age and their parents. The Centers promote children’s healthy

Phone: 410.730.8267
Email: info@mdcoalition.org

development through activities for parents and children as w ell as
connect families to a solid netw ork of lasting peer and professional
support. Funding for the netw ork of Family Support Centers is
provided by the Maryland State Department of Education, the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, private foundations,
corporations and individuals.

FAMILY SUPPORT CENTERS::
●

Promote optimal dev elopment of y oung children with activ ities f or
children and caregiv ers and of f er a wide range of child dev elopment
serv ices;

●

Help parents dev elop more ef f ectiv e parenting skills and f ulf ill their own
goals related to school, employ ment and f amily wellbeing;

●

Prov ide support networks to f oster leadership and dev elopment skills
among parents.

●

Of f er quality inf ant/toddler dev elopment care, education, and
assessments;

●

Prov ide education to help parents understand child dev elopment
milestones and behav iors;

●

Of f er classes to learn positiv e parenting techniques, nutrition, Adult

The CARD Fall Training Series will feature dynamic live
webinars presented by experts from Kennedy Krieger Institute's
Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD). Speakers will
present evidence-based information and strategies, engage
with attendees through interactive live polling and share
additional insights during a Q&A segment.

Basic Education, GED, and English as a Second Language;
●

Prov ide assistance f or adults to achiev e educational, work, f amily, and
personal goals;

●

Prov ide tips to f or healthy liv ing and f amily well-being;

Parents, family members and community
members register for FREE!
CEU/Certificate Tickets: $25.00/webinar

The Importance of Employment

Pediatric Feeding Disorders in Autism

Experiences for Youth in Transition

Thursday, November 11, 2021, 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. EST
Register Now
Thursday, October 28, 2021, 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. EST
Register Now

Mindy Cavendish, MS, CCC-SLP, will define pediatric feeding
disorders (PFDs) and provide feeding strategies to support

Shimul Gajjar, MEd, will discuss the importance of transition
planning for special education students and why early work
experiences for adolescents with disabilities are pivotal to
better outcomes. Webinar attendees will increase their
understanding of supporting adolescents with disabilities in

children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) in food
exploration. The speaker will discuss PFD symptoms, impacted
areas and presentation in children with ASD, practical
strategies to add social-positive responsiveness and ways to
increase confidence during mealtimes.

achieving early work experiences and how to create these
opportunities in the community.

The Impact of Autism on Siblings

Echolalia and Autism: Its Function and
Expanding Self-Generated Language

Thursday, November 4, 2021, 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. EST
Register Now

Thursday, December 2, 2021, 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. EST
Register Now

Christie Rogers, SLPD, CCC-SLP, will provide an overview of
current autism spectrum disorders (ASD) literature regarding
the impact on typically developing siblings. Webinar attendees
will increase their understanding of group intervention
strategies for typically developing siblings. Dr. Rogers will also
provide resources and information to support siblings of
children with ASD.

Deborah Crawford, MS, CCC-SLP, will discuss how children
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) learn language and dive
into the reasoning behind their usage of echolalia. Research
has shown that echolalia is a purposeful function of
communication. Strategies for teaching and expanding the
language of children with ASD while exploring self-generated
language will be provided.

Intervention Strategies for Challenging
Aggressive Behaviors

Core Values
Our Core Values are evident in all aspects of our programs and
services. These core values are:

People First
The Arc believes that all people w ith intellectual and developmental
disabilities are defined by their ow n strengths, abilities and inherent
value, not by their disability.

Equity

Thursday, December 9, 2021, 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. EST
Register Now
Hillary Stalknecht, MS, BCBA, will define and describe
challenging behavior and the importance of treatment. Children
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) often engage in various
challenging aggressive behaviors, which take on different
forms or topographies. The speaker will discuss the common
functions of challenging aggressive behaviors and the
implementation of appropriate treatments.
________________________________________________

The Arc believes that people w ith intellectual and developmental
disabilities are entitled to the respect, dignity, equality, safety, and
security accorded to other members of society, and are equal before
the law .

Community
The Arc believes that people w ith intellectual and developmental
disabilities belong in the community and have fundamental moral, civil,
and constitutional rights to be fully included and actively participate in
all aspects of society.

Self-determination
The Arc believes in self-determination and self-advocacy. People
w ith intellectual and developmental disabilities, w ith appropriate
resources and supports, can make decisions about their ow n lives
and must be heard on issues that affect their w ell-being.

Diversity
The Arc believes that society in general and The Arc in particular
benefit from the contributions of people w ith diverse personal
characteristics (including but not limited to race, ethnicity, religion, age,
geographic location, sexual orientation, gender, and type of disability).

www.thearcccr.org
410-269-1883
info@thearcccr.org

__________________________________________

Vision
Equity and access for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities
to be fully included in the community
where they live.

Mission
We promote respect, create opportunities,
facilitate services, and advocate for equal
rights for all people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

Help! I have a picky eater…

We all have foods that w e w ould rather not eat. Oftentimes, w e
determine w hat w e are going to eat or not eat before it even gets to
our plate. Picky eating is something that is common among children;
yet it is something that does not necessarily change as w e get older.
When w e are exposed to new foods, w e might change our
perspective about certain foods. Check out some great strategies to
encourage your picky eater to try new foods here.

CHILD FIND PROGRAM:

The Kennedy Krieger Institute/ MD Center for
Developmental Disabilities Administration along with
UMKC-IHD, and the IDDRC in Missouri is conducting an
online national survey to better understand the concerns
parents and legal guardians of school age children have
about their return to school. There is a $10 dollar gift
card available to participants!
We are seeking parents and legal guardians of school-age
children with intellectual or developmental disabilities
(IDD) to participate in an online survey to help us
understand their concerns about their child’s return to
school in-person during COVID-19.
To be eligible for the survey, you must:
• Be a parent or legal guardian of a school-aged (K-12th
grade) child with IDD
What is involved:
• Comple on of a 15-30 minute online survey asking
about:
• The experiences of you, your family, and your
child/children with IDD throughout the COVID-19
pandemic
• Important issues related to COVID-19 tes ng in
schools
• Receive a $10 gi card of your choice from a
selec on of retailers (e.g., Amazon, Target, or Walmart)
as a “thank you” for your help
• The survey is anonymous (unless you provide your
email address, which is needed to send the gi code)

To par cipate in this study and complete the online
ques onnaire, please click the link below:
h ps://jhmi.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25GqHdeP58
zLEkm
If you have any ques ons about this study, please send
an email to COVIDstudy@kennedykrieger.org.

Child Find is an ongoing
process through which all
children with disabilities, from
birth through 21 years of age, in
the State who are eligible for
early intervention or in need of
special education services are
identified, located and
evaluated.
WHAT IS THE PROCESS?
● It begins with a review or screening of available
information about the child.
● When screening indicates the possibility of an
educational disability, the child is evaluated in relevant
areas.
● When results indicate that a child is disabled and in
need of special education services, an individualized
plan is developed.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CHILD FIND SERVICES?
● Children ages 3 & 4 residing in Queen Anne’s County
who are not enrolled in a preschool/PreK program.
● Children ages 3-21 enrolled in Queen Anne's County
Public School.
● Children ages 3-21 attending an MSDE approved
private/parochial school located in Queen Anne’s
County, regardless of residency.
● Children ages 3-12 residing in Queen Anne's County
who are participating in home-schooling.
WHO MAY REFER?
Parents, teachers, physicians, community agencies,
daycare/nursery schools, other health specialists, and private
schools may refer children.
To begin the referral process if your child is currently enrolled
in QACPS:
○
Submit a written referral to your child's school principal
and/or Individualized Education Program (IEP) team
chairperson.
○
The written referral is the documentation of the
individual’s reason for the referral
If your child is currently not enrolled in QACPS, to begin the
referral process contact:
Andrea Jarrard
Special Education Teacher Specialist
(410) 758-2403, ext. 128
202 Chesterfield Avenue
Centreville, Maryland 21617
andrea.jarrard@qacps.org

www.chadd.org or aacochadd.org
We believe in improving the lives of
people affected by ADHD.
CHADD of Anne Arundel County is a chapter of Children
and Adults with Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity
Disorder (CHADD), and is comprised of a supportive and
knowledgeable group of volunteers who know from
firsthand experience the impact attention deficit disorders
can have on a life and a family.

The Anne Arundel County chapter networks with local
experts of all kinds who seek to provide help, support, and
understanding wherever it is needed. The chapter also
builds awareness and understanding in the community
about attention deficit disorders by providing educational
resources to schools, workplaces, and other programs.

October is ADHD Awareness Month – a whole month
devoted to ADHD information and resources. Find
information and resources on the CHADD website:

https://md.dyslexiaida.org/

The IDA Maryland Board of Directors is made up of a
group of dedicated professionals and parents who
are highly active in the region. The IDA Maryland
board is a diverse group of parents, educators,
administrators, university faculty, researchers,
speech-language pathologists, psychologists,
entrepreneurs, authors, speakers, and more.
IDA Maryland maintains active partnerships with
other organizations in the Maryland region like
Decoding Dyslexia, Maryland and Right to Read,
Maryland. IDA Maryland sponsors important and
informative events, including annual Dyslexia
Advocacy Day in Annapolis, MD. IDA Maryland also
collaborates with other IDA branches nationwide and
International Dyslexia Association’s home office
located in Towson, Maryland.
Maryland had strong participation in the International
Dyslexia Association’s national signature fundraiser
TeamQuest. IDA Maryland sent multiple runners to
Rock ‘n Roll Marathons in Liverpool, England and
San Diego, California. Together, Maryland raised
significant funds to support struggling readers in our
area.
Be sure to access all the amazing resources for
families and professionals on this site:
●

Fact Sheets

●

Annual IDA Conference for Parents and
Professionals

●
●
●
●
●
●

ADHD relationships and communication
Comprehensive treatment plans for ADHD
ADHD parenting and Parent Training
ADHD and co-occurring conditions
Diagnosis of ADHD in children and adults
Local Events Calendar

Check with www.ADHDAwarenessMonth.org as well as
social media: Facebook , Instagram and Twitter for new
videos and more information!

●

Local Service Providers in Maryland

●

Reading Certification Exam (CERI)

IDA Maryland continues to inform, connect, and
support students, parents and professionals who are
involved in the field of dyslexia and reading
disabilities. Please contact us with any suggestions
or ideas for our local region.

The Chesterwye Center offers a person-centered approach
to supporting adults with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. We encourage and support their choices: where
and with whom they live, achieving their social and family
connections, assistance in meeting vocational and
employment desires; and where needed, attaining optimal
health and medical support. We are a licensed provider of

Where: Kinera Foundation parking lot

the Maryland Office of Health Care Quality and funded

KRM Chesapeake Bay Business Park

through the Maryland Department of Health Department of

115 Sallitt Dr. Suite C

Developmental Disabilities Administration.

Stevensville, Maryland, 21666.
What: Trunk-or-Treat is exclusively a “drive-thru” event

Transitioning Youth
Community Living
Day Program
Supported Employment and Job Coaching
Transportation

and participants will not be permitted to leave their vehicles.
Due to Bay Bridge Run setup, visitors and vendors must
access Business Park entrance on Schooner Pkwy
Participating vendors (businesses and community
organizations/nonprofits) will have their decorated vehicle on
display in the Kinera parking lot

Chesterwye Center
110 Chesterwye Lane
PO Box 96
Grasonville, MD 21638
410-827-7048

QACPS SPECIAL EDUCATION BOARD OFFICE CONTACTS
Joeleen Smith
410-758-2403 x 131
(SpEd Supervisor)
Sharon Schipul (MA
410-758-2403 x 271
Specialist)
Mandy Landon
`
(Admin Asst/Data Manager)
SpEd Te ache r Spe cialis t

Andrea Jarrard - x 128
(Assistive Technology/Child Find)

410-758-2403

Heather Maddy - x 260
(Secondary Transition)
Courtney Turner x 250
(ESY/Pre-K)
Matthew Perry x 224
(Behavior/PEALS)
Katie Peternel x234
(BCBA/PACS/PEALS)

Clinical Re s ource
Spe cialis t

Stirling Ward x 179
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