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Together we can

make a difference!

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY

DRUG-FREE COALITION

MISSION: The QAC Drug Free Coalition exists to promote healthy

& safe communities in QAC by reducing alcohol & drug abuse.
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Overview
The Drug Free Coalition (DFC) started in 2003, when the Director

of Queen Anne’s County Alcohol & Drug Abuse Services, Kathy

Wright arranged a comprehensive county-wide adolescent

substance abuse, prevention, intervention, & treatment needs

assessment. We had 27 coalition members at that time.

Today, membership is 200+ people involving volunteers, county

commissioners, other elected officials, board of licensed

commissioners, law enforcement, detention center, state’s

attorney, public & private schools, chamber of commerce, local

agencies & businesses, emergency services, health department,

civic organizations, county government, faith community, local

media, Opioid Operational National Command Center, MOOR grant,

MDNG Counterdrug Program Drug Demand Reduction Outreach.

QACGP 2023



QAC Opioid Data Dashboard

The QAC DFC started holding an annual Opioid Awareness

Campaign during the month of September in 2017. Our

community comes together to learn about the opioid problem

during the QAC Goes Purple Kick-Off. We place banners

throughout the county with facts & messages to raise awareness

about the dangers of opioids & to get families talking. We want

you to start talking to family, friends, neighbors, & co-workers

about how easy it is to have a substance use disorder (SUD

known as an addiction). If you injure yourself, have surgery or

chronic pain & get prescribed an opioid medication, you can still

become addicted even if you take the medication as prescribed.

Doctors, nurses, lawyers, other professionals, as well as our

parents, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, cousins, neighbors, our

children, & friends have died because of opioids. Our community

needs to come together to stop this epidemic & help people get

treatment if they have an opioid use disorder.

The STIGMA associated with a SUD is devastating. People are

ashamed & embarrassed to let anyone know they can’t stop

using opioids, because many believe they did it to themselves.

Science has proven repeatedly that SUD is a brain disease. Once

the brain is addicted to a substance, the person can no longer

feel normal without using the drug. The brain becomes

dependent on the substance to function.

Coffee drinkers, tobacco users, ask yourself how you would feel

in the morning, if you do not have your coffee & or cigarettes/

vapes? Magnify that feeling immensely for opioid withdrawal.





Youth Risk Behavior Survey

QAC High/Middle Schools & MD High/Middle Schools

2016, 2018, & 2021



Opioid Prevention Resources

Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America www.cadca.org



National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators www.naddi.org

National Council on Patient Information and Education’s Recovery

Opens Doors www.recoveryopensdoors.org

National Institute on Drug Abuse, Prescription Drugs

http://www.nida.nih.gov/drugpages/prescription.html

National Safety Council Preventing Rx Drug Overdoses

http://www.nsc.org/safetyhome/PrescriptionDrugOverdoses/Pages/P

rescription-Drug-Overdoses.aspx

Partnership for Drug-Free America www.drugfree.org

Peerx (NIDA for Teens) http://teens.drugabuse.gov/peerx

White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, Prescription Drug

Abuse www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/prescription-drug-abuse

Opioid Treatment Resources

•” Call 211,” “Press 1”

•Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration 1-800-662-4357

•Find Help: www.FindTreatment.gov 800-622-HELP (4357) Substance

Abuse Mental Health Services Administration

•Mid-Shore Crisis Hotline 24/7 Call 888-407-8018

Facebook.com/qacdfc/

Facebook.com/qacgoespurple/

Call Warren Wright 443-480-4949 or Kathy Wright 443-480-4949 or

email us at QACDFC@gmail.com

We want to prevent the early onset of substance use!

Educate yourself, talk to your children, and keep talking.

Because, if you don’t talk to them, someone else will.

Opioid Awareness Trail in Stevensville



Opioid Escape Room Display 2023
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