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**NEWS RELEASE***
February 3, 2025

QACPS “Artwork of the Month” Honors QACHS Dance Performance

QACHS Dance Teacher: Kristen Tyler
Choreographed by CCF Intern Gabby Pfeifer
Music: “O Superman” — Laurie Anderson

Centreville, MD — For the first time in school history, Queen Anne's County High School
(QACHS) had a performance selected for the prestigious evening All-State Maryland
State Dance Showcase, held at Goucher College on January 10, 2025. The
performance, Inner Chaos, earned a coveted spot in the exclusive evening program,
which showcases the finest student performances in the state.

Adding to this historic achievement, senior Catrina Gromley became QACHS'’s first-ever
All-State Dancer, one of only 26 students across Maryland to receive this honor.

The performance, choreographed by Gabby Pfeifer—an intern with the Carole Cascio
Fund for Mind Movement Dance Connections (CCF) and a former All-State Dancer
herself—has been selected as the February “QACPS Artwork of the Month” Spotlight.

Watch the “QACPS Artwork of the Month” Performance here.

Inner Chaos explores the transformative power of human connection through nuanced
and dynamic storytelling:

e A duet symbolizes rapid change and the loss of immediate connection.

e Groups of dancers portray “zombie-like” disconnection, yearning for unity.

e The performance crescendos as the dancers “save” one another, showcasing the
uplifting power of shared purpose.
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QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Where Our Future Begins

.

"This piece was created to showcase dynamics such as inner/outer focus, fast/slow
movements, and breaking away from independent living," Pfeifer explained. "Watching
Mrs. Tyler's QACHS dancers bring this vision to life has been an overwhelming joy.
They stepped out of their comfort zones and embraced the process, creating something
truly powerful."

QACHS Dancers Featured in Inner Chaos include Catrina Gromley, Kaeli Olin, Addison
Redmond, Isabel Ruth, Mia Tucker, Savanah Vega, and Helen Willard.

Kristen Tyler, QACHS Dance Teacher and QACPS Lead Performing Arts Teacher,
praised the students’ dedication saying, "It's been a blessing to have Gabby work with
my students. They grew each week, rising to meet challenges and delving deeper into
the movement’s meaning. This experience has been transformative for all involved."

This recognition as the QACPS "Artwork of the Month" celebrates not only the
exceptional talent and effort of the dancers but also the meaningful collaboration
between Pfeifer, the Carole Cascio Fund, and the QACHS dance program.

Michael Bell, Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts for QACPS, reflected on the
significance of this milestone saying, "Together, over the past couple of years, in a close
partnership that has developed between Peter Pucci, Executive Director of the Carole
Cascio Fund, and our QACPS Fine Arts Office, we are building something truly
transcendent. This achievement—QACHS earning its first spot in the statewide
showcase and students from both high schools earning All-State medals for the first
time in history—is a testament to the power of collaboration, community partnerships,
and unwavering support. | am incredibly grateful to Peter, Gabby, Kristen Tyler, Amber
Wright, and all of the dance students for making historic moments like this possible.
These dancers are bold, dedicated, and fearless. | love seeing their energy, and their
hard work pay off!"

The community is invited to celebrate these QACHS dancers and their instructors at the
February 5, 2025 QACPS Board Meeting at 6:00 PM.
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