QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
- Where Our Future Begins

Citizens Advisory Council
Queen Anne’s County Public Schools

AGENDA

Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 Time: 6:00 -7:30 PM

Place: Board Room

In attendance: Alicia Mayer, Romica Ramirez, Jasmine Graham, Katie McGrath, Jason
Shand, Dane Schriver, Amanda D’Onofrio, Denise Smith, Ellen Platte, Kim Clough, Lucy
Marks, Brittany Clarence, Betsy Andrews, Jennifer Schrecongost

Topic/Item

Notes

Welcome and introductions

Dr. Saelens welcomed the group and shared that the group’s
input is appreciated and used by the Board.
The agenda was reviewed and introductions were made.

New Course: AP
Pre-Calculus

Information was shared on the new AP® PreCalculus course,
which will be presented for Board approval in December.
There is a need for all students to have options for math
classes every semester so there are no gaps between classes.

Ed Specs for CMS:
Designing the perfect school

Basic considerations were outlined for the proposed school,
including enrollment projections, estimated completion date,
state formulas, etc.

The group discussed innovative ideas/basic assumptions in
the areas of classrooms as well as interior and exterior
public spaces. Ideas were captured on charts to be shared
with Ed Spec committee..

All desire small class sizes.

Calendar options for school
year 2025/2026

Three calendar options were presented based on discussions
with CAC.
Comments were shared on each option.
e (alendar A
o Have the full week of Thanksgiving off for
conferences Monday/Tuesday - one full and one
half day (11/21) - have All Teacher Return week
four days
o Move January PD days for elementary schools
into February/March or closer to finals
e (alendar B
o No specific comments
e (alendar C
o Concerns were raised concerning attendance on
12/22-23, and that even if they did, these would
be days of movies/etc. - not instruction.
o With the half days in April, there is concern that
students may not attend school. It was noted that
conferences can be virtual.




o Correction: 5/29 is Memorial Day (description
needs to change)
Consideration should be given to giving the full
Thanksgiving week off for conferences. January PD days
could be moved to February/March for elementary schools.
There are lots of breaks in January, but not in
February/March.
There was a desire to spread elementary days around - not
just concentrate in March.
QACPS does not include religious holidays, however they
are excused absences for students.
There is still a concern with half days, though it was
explained these count as a full day and will therefore not add
more days onto the end of the school year. It was noted that
half days were moved to Fridays.
It was noted that having counties have calendars that align
would be easier on parents.
Next steps:
e Mistakes will be corrected and suggestions incorporated.
e (Calendar options will be shared with the group via Zoom
to discuss.
e [t was noted that everyone should vote and give their
opinions when these options are presented to the
community.

Looking ahead to January

It was requested that any available budget materials be
shared as soon as possible/before the meeting. At this point,
the budget process has not been started.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 (moved to January 29 due to snow)




