
 

 
Left to Right: Daniel Mora, Emma Sharp, Khloe Kerchner 
Quinn Francesconi, Maggie Burton & Maggie Porciello 

The QAC Drug Free Student Ambassadors attended the 2025 SAMHSA (Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) Conference at the Gaylord Hotel 
National Convention Center in National Harbor on February 3, 2025. 

This dedicated group of students has been making a significant impact, particularly 
through their participation in SAMHSA’s National FentAlert Challenge in 2024. The 
challenge encouraged youth to develop innovative ways to educate their peers about 
the dangers of counterfeit pills. The Ambassadors submitted their idea of using an 
Escape Room as an educational tool and were selected as one of the top six winners 
nationwide. Their outstanding effort earned them a $5,000 prize, the majority of which 
has been reinvested into community projects to further spread their important 
messages. 

In the spring of 2024, the Ambassadors brought their winning concept to life by 
designing and hosting an Escape Room at the Centreville YMCA. Over the course of 
two days, 134 participants navigated the immersive experience, learning about the 
dangers of fake pills in an engaging and interactive way. With funding support from the 
MOOR Grant and the QAC Drug Free Coalition, the Ambassadors plan to make this an 
annual event in Queen Anne’s County. 

At the 2025 SAMHSA Conference, six of the Ambassadors had the honor of delivering a 
40-minute presentation showcasing their Escape Room initiative and its effectiveness in 
substance abuse education. Their session was a resounding success, drawing an 
audience of approximately 400 attendees. 

The QAC Drug Free Student Ambassadors continue to lead the way with their creativity 
and commitment to community education. 

 Stay tuned for details on the 2025 Escape Room event                                                      
coming this spring—an experience you won’t want to miss! 


