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www.mdparentsurvey.com

C O M I N G  S O O N . . .

Your chance to voice your opinion on the 
Maryland Special Education Parent Involvement Survey!

       -The purpose is to determine how well your child’s school is partnering   
         with you and promoting parent involvement in your child’s education.

        -Surveys will be mailed and can also be sent in electronically from the
          www.qacps.org/special-education website in February 2025! 



Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee
(SECAC)

The Queen Anne’s County (QAC) Special Education Citizen’s  Advisory Committee (SECAC) is
committed to ensuring the provision of  quality services to students with disabilities ages

birth to 21 by working  collaboratively with families, community, school staff, and other
professionals to provide a forum to discuss issues related to and advocate  for positive

changes in special education in Queen Anne’s County Public Schools.
 

The Special Education Citizens
Advisory Committee (SECAC) was
created by the State Legislature. 

SECAC advises the school system
on the needs of students with
disabilities. 

     MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Access to SECAC sponsored
workshops and seminars

Network with other parents

Interact directly with
Department of Special
Education senior personnel

Learn about state and county
resources

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!! 

https://qacps-org.zoom.us/j/8817026599?
pwd=aTFXY1hKSitNRHRCN0tqL3h3N1FrQT09&omn=97890720175  

https://qacps-org.zoom.us/j/8817026599?pwd=aTFXY1hKSitNRHRCN0tqL3h3N1FrQT09&omn=97890720175
https://qacps-org.zoom.us/j/8817026599?pwd=aTFXY1hKSitNRHRCN0tqL3h3N1FrQT09&omn=97890720175


Pathfinders for Autism works to support and
improve the lives of individuals with autism

through expansive, customized programming,
and by providing resources, training,

information and activities free of charge.

THE PATHFINDERS FOR AUTISM RESOURCE
CENTER

The Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center is
the cornerstone of our efforts to serve

Maryland’s families by:

providing timely, accurate autism-specific
information and resources
responding personally to inquiries via
telephone, email and Facebook
distributing monthly “PFA Tips” articles on
a variety of topics.

pathfindersforautism.org

Practice being pulled over 
by local  Police Officers. 

This program is offered to:

Licensed drivers with a developmental
disability

Drivers with a learner’s permit with a
developmental disability

Passengers with a developmental disability
that might be anxious about traffic stops

Participants will receive:

A printed copy of “PFA Tips: What to Do
During a Traffic Stop”
An envelope which can be used to hold the
person’s registration card, insurance card,
disclosure card, and a copy of the PFA Tips
article with tips about autism for the officer
on the back side
A laminated card (with clips) to attach to the
driver’s visor with the top five instructions of
what the driver needs to remember to do
during the traffic stop
Autism and Developmental Disability
disclosure cards

Registration is now live at
https://pathfindersforautism.org

/traffic-stop-qac/.

https://pathfindersforautism.org/articles/safety/pfa-tips-traffic-stop/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/articles/safety/pfa-tips-traffic-stop/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/traffic-stop-qac/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/traffic-stop-qac/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/traffic-stop-qac/


The registration link is here:
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/51de5d418c8c485f84c339f482c3e7ab

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/51de5d418c8c485f84c339f482c3e7ab
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/51de5d418c8c485f84c339f482c3e7ab


Maryland Coalition of Families

Maryland Coalition of Families provides hope, guidance, and support to people who love and care for someone
with mental health, substance use, or problem gambling challenges. We have personal experience supporting
someone we love so we understand firsthand how difficult it can be to navigate complex systems and access
critical resources. We also know how comforting it can be to have someone to lean on who is reliable and
knowledgeable and who listens with understanding and compassion.

As Maryland's primary provider of family peer support, we are your neighbors, living and working in the
communities alongside those we help. You may see us at the grocery store, library, dry cleaners or in the pick up
line at school at dismissal time. We can help you:

Navigate systems of care that are often complicated, frustrating and confusing.
Find and access resources, services, and programs for yourself or your loved one.
Connect with families experiencing similar challenges to build natural bonds and support systems.
Gain a better understanding of the challenges your loved one faces and identify a path forward.
Help you find your voice to be the best advocate for yourself and your loved one.
Learn strategies and build skills to help you take care of yourself while you take care of your loved one.

All services - one-to-one support, support groups, workshops or trainings - are confidential and offered at no cost
to you regardless of income or insurance.

https://mcf.family/social-media
https://mcf.family/organizing-for-success


Core Values
Our Core Values are evident in all aspects of our programs
and services. These core values are:

People First
The Arc believes that all people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities are defined by their own
strengths, abilities and inherent value, not by their
disability.

Equity
The Arc believes that people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities are entitled to the respect,
dignity, equality, safety, and security accorded to other
members of society, and are equal before the law.

Community
The Arc believes that people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities belong in the community and
have fundamental moral, civil, and constitutional rights to
be fully included and actively participate in all aspects of
society.

Self-determination
The Arc believes in self-determination and self-advocacy.
People with intellectual and developmental disabilities,
with appropriate resources and supports, can make
decisions about their own lives and must be heard on
issues that affect their well-being.

Diversity
The Arc believes that society in general and The Arc in
particular benefit from the contributions of people with
diverse personal characteristics (including but not limited
to race, ethnicity, religion, age, geographic location,
sexual orientation, gender, and type of disability).

www.thearcccr.org
410-269-1883 info@thearcccr.org

The Arc’s Family Fund Application
Opens

February 1  - January 30, 2025

The Arc Central Chesapeake Region
(The Arc) is excited to announce the
Family Fund will begin accepting
applications on February 1, 2025. This
year, The Arc plans to distribute
$113,000, setting a new record for the
most money distributed by the Family
Fund since its founding in 2017.

The Family Fund is a grant designed to
provide financial assistance and
essential resources to families
navigating the complexities of raising
children with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD). Many
effective resources, therapies, and
services make an incredible difference
in the quality of life for children with
IDD but are not covered by insurance
and are out of reach financially for the
families who need access to them the
most.

For more information visit:
https://thearcccr.org/news/the-arcs-
family-fund-application-opens-
february-1st/

https://thearcccr.org/news/the-arcs-family-fund-application-opens-february-1st/
https://thearcccr.org/news/the-arcs-family-fund-application-opens-february-1st/
https://thearcccr.org/news/the-arcs-family-fund-application-opens-february-1st/


The Parents’ Place of Maryland began in 1990 as a
grass-roots effort of families, professionals, and
community leaders determined to provide resources,
support, and information to parents of children with
disabilities and special health care needs. Our
philosophy of “families helping families” reflects our
commitment to supporting families of diverse
backgrounds. 

Today, the Parents’ Place offers a variety of programs
and services that continue to support families of
children with disabilities and special health care needs.
Serving as Maryland’s Parent Training and Information
Center and Family-to-Family Health Information
Center, Parents’ Place supports thousands of Maryland
families each year. Parents’ Place, staffed primarily by
parents who have faced these challenges, believes that
experienced parents are a key source of knowledge and
support to help other families become effective voices
for their own children. 

One-on-One Support
PPMD offers families individualized support from
someone who knows what it means to have a child
with a disability or a special healthcare need. 

Training
PPMD offers a variety of interactive trainings for
parents and professionals. The trainings provide a
combination of information and resources through
the use of hands-on activities.

Referrals
PPMD is here to help. If you are unable to locate
resources or information on our website, please
contact us for assistance. 

Information
PPMD offers information and resources to support
families of children with disabilities and special
healthcare needs. Please contact us for information
specific to your child needs.

www.ppmd.org

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F2pWlsGQySQK_B38tqxeSUA%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2CzBLGexxXNvcYoiVGNXPHHjELfoqlVveDCYP-x0J4zT_bvlifGLysPbw_aem_3-gTtJWl0-FpjaK0lbqAiA%23%2Fregistration&h=AT1xB5dTVelKnCMjkgryiQtRSZ7UTDKJ9xvPrWLhcOTQxdV8eIglDP0vP6TxAsZL5qOFh4LaXuFqGkn5Etq9XNC6TWLeGen_S6kTd49a-EAePAh0_g_s7lTrqCZD7weGNw&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT3pM9QbVgrTxoW7MX9q-_V5Kx5zc_Y-CVAfYlcYIbOAlQo7l4Jf8Bz4ncqPP-GiDjlDvGFdriEwjPq3kRUt0THhtLmEZ8dHe9GA3ZDaxgye8xAjw8oYmWJXB2tq0LFfVL8e4mSroYVA7uQxNU38wtWQoxlJqgOVphfPZfFIszMsbgf7cWYfg0fxoe6R6kSD3jKERdG2ElAPCJFhDH9BGm9IbHM


MONTHLY DISABILITY SPOTLIGHTS

Each month a one-page information sheet will be sent out that highlights a
disability that impacts students and families in our district. It is our hope that this

information proves useful in better understanding the disability highlighted,
provides access to resources, and in some cases provides access to organizations

in our community such as support groups. Disabilities, when paired with
knowledge and understanding, allows us to see the ability offered within. 

If you are seeking additional information about any of the topics highlighted
please feel free to reach out to our Family Support Liaison, Mandy Landon at 410-

758-2403 X.135 
 or email mandy.landon@qacps.org.

   CHILD FIND PROGRAM

Child Find is an ongoing process through
which all children with disabilities, from
birth through 21 years of age, in the State
who are eligible for early intervention or in
need of special education services are
identified, located and evaluated. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?
It begins with a review or screening of
available information about the child.
When screening indicates the possibility of
an educational disability, the child is
evaluated in relevant areas.
When results indicate that a child is disabled
and in need of special education services, an
individualized plan is developed.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CHILD FIND SERVICES?
Children ages 3 & 4 residing in Queen Anne’s County who
are not enrolled in a preschool/PreK program.
Children ages 3-21 enrolled in Queen Anne's County
Public School.
Children ages 3-21 attending an MSDE approved
private/parochial school located in Queen Anne’s County,
regardless of residency.
Children ages 3-12 residing in Queen Anne's County who
are participating in home-schooling.

WHO MAY REFER?
Parents, teachers, physicians, community agencies,
daycare/nursery schools, other health specialists, and
private schools may refer children.
To begin the referral process if your child is currently
enrolled in QACPS:
Submit a written referral to your child's school principal
and/or Individualized Education Program (IEP) team
chairperson.
The written referral is the documentation of the
individual’s reason for the referral
If your child is currently not enrolled in QACPS, to begin
the referral process contact:

KEVIN THOMPSON
Special Education Facilitator
(410) 758-2403, ext. 158
202 Chesterfield Avenue
Centreville, Maryland 21617

KEVIN.THOMPSON@qacps.org



            Family Support Services 

The Family Support Network (FSN) was created to meet the needs of
Maryland families with children, birth to 3, who have been identified
as havening developmental delays or disabilities by:  (a) providing
information to families regarding community services; (b) referring
families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy groups; (c)
providing opportunities for families to network and share ideas and
experiences; and (d) helping to link “experienced” parents with
parents of newly identified children with similar needs.

Preschool Partners provide ongoing support to families of children
ages 3 through 5, maintaining the connection with the local Infants &
Toddlers Program, as well as fostering new connections among
families, preschool programs, and community services. 
  
Questions? Contact:   mandy.Landon@qacps.org
 

    Infants & Toddlers Program

Purpose
The Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers
Program provides multidisciplinary early intervention
services to eligible children, birth through 4 years of
age and their families. Through family-centered
services, parents and caregivers are provided guidance
and coaching to help their child be successful at home
and in the community and develop school readiness
skills.

Eligibility
Has a 25% delay in at least one of five developmental
areas: cognitive, physical (including vision, hearing, fine
and gross motor), communication, social/emotional,
adaptive

Manifests atypical development or behavior in one or
more of the five developmental areas, interferes with
current development, and is likely to result in a
subsequent delay (even when diagnostic instruments
and procedures do not document a 25% delay)

Has a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has
a high probability of resulting in developmental delay
(e.g., Down Syndrome, substance-exposed newborn,
Autism, hearing or visual impairment, etc.)

                                      Services
Physical Therapy                             Audiology
Occupational Therapy                   Vision
Speech & Language Therapy        Transition
Family Education/ Support          Behavior
Special Instruction                         Service Coordination

    Referrals

Anyone can refer a child to the Infants & Toddlers
Program (e.g., pediatricians, family members,

parents)! To make a referral, visit
http://referral.mditp.org, or contact Mary Lou

Christian, R.N. at 410-758-0720 x4456.

For more information, contact Dawn Fraser,
Program Coordinator, at 410-556-6103 x11 or

dawn.fraser@qacps.org.



Down Syndrome Association of Maryland
Phone: 410-321-5434 

Email: info@DSAmd.org

Down Syndrome Association of Maryland
P.O. Box 20127 | Baltimore, MD 21286

We are a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 

www.dsamd.org

Cooking Class
Sundays | 5:00 pm

Join DSAmd volunteer extraordinaires,
Gabrielle and Michelle, as they host a

weekly Zoom cooking class!

Unwind and rejuvenate after Down to
Box with a revitalizing yoga session at
Unboxed. Open to participants of all

levels, this session is designed to help
you stretch, relax, and recharge.

Fridays January 17 - March 7
Register here ->

https://forms.gle/F2tyzh8EBmSQfxNt9

Fridays March 21- June 6
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/downsyndr
omeassocmaryland/event/dtb-tycw3-

6c/

https://www.facebook.com/events/1746
804712831128/?

event_time_id=1764048901106709

https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events
https://www.dsamd.org/events


ChesterWye Envisions a community where
differences are celebrated and welcome a
world in which people with disabilities work,
socialize, live, and have valued relationships in
the community

ChesterWye’s Mission is to assist people with
developmental and intellectual differences to
pursue community membership through
employment, community living, natural
supports, and meaningful relationships in
their community

110 ChesterWye Lane

Grasonville Md. 21638

info@ChesterWye.com

410-827-7048

ChesterWye was the first organization in the
state of Maryland to provide"home style"
living and customized programs for adults
adults with developmental and intellectual
disabilities.  The ChesterWye is dedicated to a
"person-centered" approach welcoming each
new member of the community.

Services Include:

Transitioning Youth
Community Living
Meaningful Day
Employment Training & Opportunities
Transportation Services

We believe in improving the lives of people affected by ADHD.
In working towards our mission, the behavior of the CHADD staff and volunteer leadership is
determined by the following core values:

Integrity

Respectful, open communication

Quality of our work product and productivity in our work effort, to assure sustained
customer satisfaction

Flexibility and teamwork

A demonstrated commitment to diversity in all its forms

Dedicated to fulfilling CHADD’s mission with passion and enthusiasm

www.CHADD.org

4221 Forbes Blvd, Suite 270
Lanham, MD

20706
Tel: 301-306-7070
Fax: 301-306-7090



We Are Decoding Dyslexia Maryland: 
14 Chapters, Stronger Together

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a parent-led,
grassroots movement driven by families
concerned about reading instruction and
interventions for all students, including those with
dyslexia, in Maryland Public Schools.

Where to Find Help for Dyslexia, Dysgraphia &
Dyscalculia
Please connect with your local Decoding Dyslexia
Maryland chapter to learn more about supports
for families along with how you can put your boots
on the ground to change reading instruction in
Maryland.

https://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/local-
chapters.html

What's New?
Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a grassroots
organization driven by Maryland families and
educators who recognize the need for
conversations with our school districts and policy
makers regarding reading and dyslexia. In addition
to raising awareness, providing resources and
advocating for the dyslexia community, we work
to make systemic changes in our K-12 school and
university teacher prep systems to improve
literacy instruction for all students. 

DECODING DYSLEXIA 
EASTERN SHORE

decodingdyslexiamd@gmail.com

Discover the Benefits of Saving for Education with
the Maryland College Investment Plan

 Join Maryland 529 for a special presentation to
discover the features and benefits of saving for
your child's future education with the Maryland

College Investment Plan. 
 Topics will include:

SAVING VS BORROWING: How starting to save
now can make a big difference later

BEYOND MARYLAND: Ways you can use the
funds for education both In-State or Out-of-
State

TAX ADVANTAGES: The unique tax benefits
offered to Maryland taxpayers

SAVING YOUR WAY: The various investment
options available to meet your budget and
savings goals

BENEFIT FROM A BOOST: With the
Save4College State Contribution Program, you
could also be eligible to receive a $250 or
$500 contribution from the State.

 A LIVE Q&A WILL FOLLOW THE PRESENTATION

 When: February 20, 2025
12pm - 1pm

 Where: Online via Zoom

https://ci3.googleusercontent.com/meips/ADKq_NZ_7BLcTbwusVmDHu9joQvfKtzig__G4RcATGpIF3iXEvn-qxcJtNDOreVPbhpWRTTLRUZltVsofI08_yX5N7kD7NvrtX11_0cTk7SZ6CpJVZ5DJ9XR420rJhfa3uvImGjDCKNiTr_ZLunqlQkdW2kZOgj1chr19E5rXW8jhAldeTS7Qq8y=s0-d-e1-ft#https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/fancy_images/MD529/2024/09/10125655/register-now-button_original.png


Kennedy Krieger Institute
1750 East Fairmount Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21231

Phone: (443)-923-3870

https://www.kennedykrieger.org 

What has our Center for Autism Services, Science, and Innovation (CASSI)
been up to?

Over the years, CASSI has been fostering development and advancing
progress in autism care. Through innovative programs, collaborative

partnerships, and a commitment to excellence, we continue to provide care
for individuals and families. 

Here’s a closer look at the transformative impact we’ve had this past year!

https://www.kennedykrieger.org/patient-care/centers-and-programs/child-and-family-support-center

