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POLICY Board of Education of Queen Anne’s
County

[ Responsible Office: | Curriculum & Instruction

'"MEDIA MATERIALS SELECTION

4[1 PURPOSE

!
\' The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the selection, management, and
“reconsideration of school-based media materials in school libraries to ensure compliance with state

]fand federal laws.
1I. POLICY STATEMENT

The Board of Education of Queen Anne’s County recognizes its responsibility to ensure that
school library media materials are selected to support educational goals, foster critical thinking,
and adhere to state standards and legal requirements, in accordance with current state law (see
“specific COMAR in the Reference Section). Therefore, it is the intent of this policy to establish
effective selection guidelines that all district schools are expected to follow when evaluating
resources for their current media collections, including COMAR §13A.05.04.01 and the Freedom
to Read Act (HB785, 2024).

HI. DEFINITIONS

A. Media Selection Committee — A group of school-based individuals (e.g. media
specialists, teachers, and administrators).

B. Media Materials — Print, digital, and non-print resources housed in Queen Anne’s
W County Public Schools (QACPS) libraries to support student learning and access to
il information.

! C. Reconsideration Process — The formal procedure for addressing objections to a specific
school’s library media material(s), ensuring transparency and adherence to district
policies, regulations, and state guidelines.

+1IV.  POLICY ELEMENTS

A. In accordance with the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR §13A.05.04.01),
QACPS Media personnel shall select and manage school library media materials to
provide resources that align with curriculum standards and support varied instructional
practices, supporting the district’s educational mission.
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B. Media Specialists and Associates are responsible for staying informed about the
evolving landscape of library resources, utilizing professional tools and standards to
maintain high-quality collections that align with educational standards.

C. The selection of media materials shall follow established criteria, which include:

1. Educational Suitability: Media should be provided for the interest, information,
and to address the instructional needs of students, supporting curriculum
objectives, and aligning with educational goals where applicable.

2. Intellectual Content: Media materials must be previewed for comprehensive, well-
organized content that supports critical thinking and comprehensive
understanding of topics from multiple perspectives.

3. Alignment with District Goals: Media resources must support the district’s
educational mission by aligning with state standards and contributing to specific
goals of individual schools and programs.

D. Legal Compliance & Protections under the Freedom to Read Act (HB785, 2024)

QACPS adheres to the Freedom to Read Act (FHB785, 2024), ensuring compliance with
state law and the protection of intellectual freedom in school libraries. This policy
prohibits the exclusion or removal of materials based on the origin, background, or
views of the creator, as well as partisan, ideological, or religious disapproval.
Additionaily, it safeguards library personnel and administrators from retaliation when
performing their duties in accordance with these standards.

E. Responsibility for Media Materials

Students and staff are expected to handle library media materials with care and return
them in a timely manner. Intentional damage, theft, or withholding of media materials
will be addressed in accordance with QACPS disciplinary procedures, including
restitution for replacement or repair, as outlined in the QACPS Code of Conduct.

'V.  IMPLEMENTATION
The Board directs the Superintendent to implement this policy.

V1. POLICY REVIEW

b

‘| This policy will be reviewed by the responsible office every four years after its initial adoption
1 and/or last revision.

VII. SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO TITLES, DEPARTMENTS, OR LAWS

A, Legal




[a—y

COMAR §13A.05.04.01 — Public School Library Programs
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Freedom to Read Act (HB785, 2024) (referenced in the Legal Compliance

Section)

Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article, Section 7-106 — Selection and

Purchase of Materials

Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article, Section 4-205 — Powers and

Duties of the Superintendent

VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE

Date: June 4, 2025

Wm0,

Patricia W. Saelens, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Queen Anne’s County Public Schools
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