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Dear Families: 

Welcome to the new school year! The Department of Special Education is excited to partner with you
and your incredible students on this journey of learning and growth. We know that this school year will
be filled with amazing achievements and positive developments for everyone. 

We want to provide you with plenty of information and resources throughout the year and will send
out information through email and our newsletters.  Let’s have a fantastic 2025-26 school year!



Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee (SECAC)

The Queen Anne's County Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee (SECAC) is a part of a statewide network of advisory
committees that are required by state and federal law. The Maryland State Department of Education supports the
development of local advisory committees in each local school system. A Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee
(SECAC) enables a local director of special education to seek meaningful input from parents and families, community partners,
service providers, educators and administrators on local issues relative to students with disabilities. 

QAC SECAC welcomes parental and community participation! 

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT OUR MEETINGS AND EVENTS!!
Some of our meetings and events will feature guest speakers, some will focus on enhancing and strengthening relationships
with families and partnerships through workshops, and others will be general meetings with the focus on advisory.

 



To support our neurodivergent visitors, the B&O
Railroad Museum dedicates first Sundays in select

months to Sensory Awareness. These days will
include environmental accommodations (no

music, low lighting, quiet areas, increased signage
for areas with sound effects), as well as sensory-

friendly events (kids craft, train ride, and tour) and
resources (sensory kits, social stories, and

community table). October 5 – Harvest Festival
Craft: Fall Suncatcher Sensory Exploration Table

Fall Games Maryland on the Rails Tour
Contact Name : Lee Anne Spear Contact Email :

edu@borail.org

B & O Railroad Museum
901 West Pratt Street , Baltimore, Maryland 21223

Pathfinders for Autism works to support and
improve the lives of individuals with autism
through expansive, customized programming,
and by providing resources, training,
information and activities free of charge.

The Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center is
the cornerstone of our efforts to serve
Maryland’s families by:

providing timely, accurate autism-specific
information and resources
responding personally to inquiries via
telephone, email and Facebook
distributing monthly “PFA Tips” articles on a
variety of topics.

pathfindersforautism.org

What to Do During a Traffic Stop

EVERYONE feels anxiety when they see that police
car light up behind them. You begin to wonder, “Am I
in trouble?” “What did I do wrong?” It can make
slowing down your brain difficult in that moment and
think about what you need to do. So it’s time to start
thinking about what you should do BEFORE you get
pulled over. The goal is to have a safe interaction
during a traffic stop.

This program is fully inclusive – it’s open to ALL
drivers and passengers of ALL ages!

Upcoming Mock Traffic Stop Sessions:
Howard County – October 17
Baltimore County – October 30
Queen Anne’s County – April 2, 2026  
Washington County – April 16, 2026
Wicomico County – June 3, 2026 



Honestly Autism Day (HAD) was first held in April of 2010. It grew to
become a beloved annual event attracting many from the local Autism

community and beyond. By adhering to the underlying theme of
presuming competence and highlighting the strengths and the unique

lived experiences of the Autistic community, while never shying from or
apologizing for the honesty; a unique space was created where

perspectives shift.
Join us on October 25, 2025 for an Autism conference like no other!The

event was held every year for 10 years until 2020 when we were forced to
cancel as a result of the world pandemic. We cancelled not realizing the

impact the pandemic would have on all our lives. It took some time to
rethink and reconnect, but we are proud to say that Honestly Autism Day
is finally back! The goal remains the same - to inspire and to generate the

passion that is necessary for creating a world of opportunities,
acceptance, and meaningful change. Together we can unify and uplift our

community through mutual understanding.
Time: Check-in starts at 7:45 am and the programs will end at apx. 4:00

pm
Location: Towson University Union Building 3rd Floor

Parking: Park in the Union Garage which is FREE on Saturdays. 200 Cross
Campus Dr. Towson

Cost: $55 Includes full event access, light breakfast, and boxed lunch.
Advance registration is required. We are unable to accommodate walk-ins.

https://honestlyautismday.regfox.com/honest
ly-autism-day-2025     





                                                      Maryland Coalition of Families

Maryland Coalition of Families provides hope, guidance, and support to people who love and care for someone
with mental health, substance use, or problem gambling challenges. We have personal experience supporting
someone we love so we understand firsthand how difficult it can be to navigate complex systems and access
critical resources. We also know how comforting it can be to have someone to lean on who is reliable and
knowledgeable and who listens with understanding and compassion.

As Maryland's primary provider of family peer support, we are your neighbors, living and working in the
communities alongside those we help. You may see us at the grocery store, library, dry cleaners or in the pick up
line at school at dismissal time. We can help you:

Navigate systems of care that are often complicated, frustrating and confusing.
Find and access resources, services, and programs for yourself or your loved one.
Connect with families experiencing similar challenges to build natural bonds and support systems.
Gain a better understanding of the challenges your loved one faces and identify a path forward.
Help you find your voice to be the best advocate for yourself and your loved one.
Learn strategies and build skills to help you take care of yourself while you take care of your loved one.

All services - one-to-one support, support groups, workshops or trainings - are confidential and offered at no cost
to you regardless of income or insurance.

www.mdcoalition.org



The Parents’ Place of Maryland began in 1990 as a
grass-roots effort of families, professionals, and
community leaders determined to provide resources,
support, and information to parents of children with
disabilities and special health care needs. Our
philosophy of “families helping families” reflects our
commitment to supporting families of diverse
backgrounds. 

Today, the Parents’ Place offers a variety of programs
and services that continue to support families of
children with disabilities and special health care needs.
Serving as Maryland’s Parent Training and Information
Center and Family-to-Family Health Information
Center, Parents’ Place supports thousands of Maryland
families each year. Parents’ Place, staffed primarily by
parents who have faced these challenges, believes that
experienced parents are a key source of knowledge and
support to help other families become effective voices
for their own children. 

One-on-One Support
PPMD offers families individualized support from
someone who knows what it means to have a child
with a disability or a special healthcare need. 

Training
PPMD offers a variety of interactive trainings for
parents and professionals. The trainings provide a
combination of information and resources through
the use of hands-on activities.

Referrals
PPMD is here to help. If you are unable to locate
resources or information on our website, please
contact us for assistance. 

Information
PPMD offers information and resources to support
families of children with disabilities and special
healthcare needs. Please contact us for information
specific to your child needs.

www.ppmd.org

We Are Decoding Dyslexia Maryland: 
14 Chapters, Stronger Together

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a parent-led,
grassroots movement driven by families
concerned about reading instruction and
interventions for all students, including those with
dyslexia, in Maryland Public Schools.

Where to Find Help for Dyslexia, Dysgraphia &
Dyscalculia
Please connect with your local Decoding Dyslexia
Maryland chapter to learn more about supports
for families along with how you can put your boots
on the ground to change reading instruction in
Maryland.

https://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/local-
chapters.html

What's New?
Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a grassroots
organization driven by Maryland families and
educators who recognize the need for
conversations with our school districts and policy
makers regarding reading and dyslexia. In addition
to raising awareness, providing resources and
advocating for the dyslexia community, we work
to make systemic changes in our K-12 school and
university teacher prep systems to improve
literacy instruction for all students. 

DECODING DYSLEXIA 
EASTERN SHORE

decodingdyslexiamd@gmail.com



   CHILD FIND PROGRAM

Child Find is an ongoing process through which
all children with disabilities, from birth through
21 years of age, in the State who are eligible for
early intervention or in need of special education
services are identified, located and evaluated. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

It begins with a review or screening of available
information about the child.
When screening indicates the possibility of an
educational disability, the child is evaluated in
relevant areas.

When results indicate that a child is disabled and
in need of special education services, an
individualized plan is developed.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CHILD FIND SERVICES?

Children ages 3 & 4 residing in Queen Anne’s
County who are not enrolled in a preschool/PreK
program.
Children ages 3-21 enrolled in Queen Anne's
County Public School.
Children ages 3-21 attending an MSDE approved
private/parochial school located in Queen Anne’s
County, regardless of residency.
Children ages 3-12 residing in Queen Anne's
County who are participating in home-schooling.

WHO MAY REFER?

Child Find begins with a referral. Parents, teachers,
physicians, community agencies, day care/nursery
schools, other health specialists, and private schools may
refer children.

To begin the referral process if your child is currently
enrolled in QACPS:

Submit a written or electronic referral to your child’s
school principal and/or Individualized Education Program
(IEP) team chairperson.
The written referral is the documentation of the
individual’s reason for the referral. It should include:
The date of the referral;
Student’s name, gender, date of birth; and grade;
Parent(s) or primary caregiver’s name(s), address, and
telephone number
Child Find Referral Form
For children birth to age 3, contact the single point of
entry at:

Ms. Mary Lou Christian, R.N.
QAC Department of Health
206 N. Commerce St.
Centreville, MD 21617
410-758-2838 – FAX
410-758-0720 Ext. 4456

For children ages 3 – 4 who are not currently enrolled in a
QACPS school, please contact:

Mrs. Courtney Turner
Preschool Coordinator
(410) 758-2403 Ext. 250
115 Vincit St
Centreville, Maryland 21617
Courtney.Turner@qacps.org

For children ages 5 – 21 who are not currently enrolled in
a QACPS school, please contact:

Mr. Kevin Thompson
Special Education Facilitator
(410) 758-2403 Ext. 185
115 Vincit St
Centreville, Maryland 21617
Kevin.Thompson@qacps.org

  ONLINE CHILD FIND REFERRAL
CLICK HERE



            Family Support Services 

The Family Support Network (FSN) was created to meet the needs of
Maryland families with children, birth to 3, who have been identified
as havening developmental delays or disabilities by:  (a) providing
information to families regarding community services; (b) referring
families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy groups; (c)
providing opportunities for families to network and share ideas and
experiences; and (d) helping to link “experienced” parents with
parents of newly identified children with similar needs.

Preschool Partners provide ongoing support to families of children
ages 3 through 5, maintaining the connection with the local Infants &
Toddlers Program, as well as fostering new connections among
families, preschool programs, and community services. 
  
Questions? Contact:   mandy.Landon@qacps.org
 

    Infants & Toddlers Program

Purpose
The Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers
Program provides multidisciplinary early intervention
services to eligible children, birth through 4 years of
age and their families. Through family-centered
services, parents and caregivers are provided guidance
and coaching to help their child be successful at home
and in the community and develop school readiness
skills.

Eligibility
Has a 25% delay in at least one of five developmental
areas: cognitive, physical (including vision, hearing, fine
and gross motor), communication, social/emotional,
adaptive

Manifests atypical development or behavior in one or
more of the five developmental areas, interferes with
current development, and is likely to result in a
subsequent delay (even when diagnostic instruments
and procedures do not document a 25% delay)

Has a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has
a high probability of resulting in developmental delay
(e.g., Down Syndrome, substance-exposed newborn,
Autism, hearing or visual impairment, etc.)

                                      Services

Physical Therapy                             Audiology
Occupational Therapy                   Vision
Speech & Language Therapy        Transition
Family Education/ Support          Behavior
Special Instruction                         Service Coordination

    Referrals

Anyone can refer a child to the Infants & Toddlers
Program (e.g., pediatricians, family members,

parents)! To make a referral, visit
http://referral.mditp.org, or contact Mary Lou

Christian, R.N. at 410-758-0720 x4456.

For more information, contact Dawn Fraser,
Program Coordinator, at 410-556-6103 x11 or

dawn.fraser@qacps.org.



Down Syndrome Association of Maryland
Phone: 410-321-5434 

Email: info@DSAmd.org

Down Syndrome Association of Maryland
P.O. Box 20127 | Baltimore, MD 21286

We are a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 

www.dsamd.org

Eastern Shore Family Circle is a welcoming, virtual space for
families of individuals with Down syndrome living on or
connected to Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

We meet every 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30PM (with
Holiday exceptions) to connect, share, and support one
another. Whether you’re new to the journey or have been
part of the community for years, you are welcome here.

What to Expect:
Friendly conversation and check-in
A space to talk about everyday life, needs, goals, and
aspirations
Info on DSAmd programs, advocacy, and upcoming
opportunities
Time to share ideas, ask questions, and help shape future
initiatives for the Eastern Shore

Who Should Attend:
Families of individuals with Down syndrome
Self-advocates
Supporters and caregivers who live on or near the Eastern
Shore
Come as you are—camera on or off, solo or with a snack in
hand. This space is for you.

 Email us at: engagement@dsamd.org



ChesterWye Envisions a community where
differences are celebrated and welcome a
world in which people with disabilities work,
socialize, live, and have valued relationships in
the community

ChesterWye’s Mission is to assist people with
developmental and intellectual differences to
pursue community membership through
employment, community living, natural
supports, and meaningful relationships in
their community

110 ChesterWye Lane

Grasonville Md. 21638

info@ChesterWye.com

410-827-7048

ChesterWye was the first organization in the
state of Maryland to provide"home style"
living and customized programs for adults
adults with developmental and intellectual
disabilities.  The ChesterWye is dedicated to a
"person-centered" approach welcoming each
new member of the community.

Services Include:
Transitioning Youth
Community Living
Meaningful Day
Employment Training & Opportunities
Transportation Services

We believe in improving the lives

of people affected by ADHD.

In working towards our mission,

the behavior of the CHADD staff

and volunteer leadership is

determined by the following

core values:

www.CHADD.org

      Parents of ADD Support Group

Second Tuesday of every month, 8:30 - 9:20 PM 

Severna Park United Methodist Church
731 Benfield Rd in Severna Park, Md

If you or someone close to you has been
diagnosed with an attention deficit disorder, then
you may be looking for information and support.
You don't have to face it alone! Find hope,
information, and support at CHADD Anne Arundel
County Chapter monthly meetings among people
who have been in the same place that you are
now.
Support Group meetings are held the second
Tuesday of each month from 8:30-9:20pm
(September through June) at the Severna Park
United Methodist Church, and offers a time to
chat with others over refreshments.
Support groups are open to non-members.

Visit www.aacochadd.org for more information

Integrity

Respectful, open communication

Quality of our work product and productivity in

our work effort, to assure sustained customer

satisfaction

Flexibility and teamwork

A demonstrated commitment to diversity in all

its forms

Dedicated to fulfilling CHADD’s mission with

passion and enthusiasm


