a

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Whare Our Future Begins

ISSUE NO0.25-26-1 | FALL 2025

The Special EDition

The QACPS - Special Education & Family Support Newsletter
PUBLISHED TRI-ANNUALLY (Fall, Winter, and Spring)

Dear Families:

Welcome to the new school year! The Depar+men+ ofF Special Education is excited to Par‘+ner with you
and your incredible students on this journey of learning and growth. We know that this school year wil
be filed with omazing achievements and positive developmerﬂ-s For everyone.

We want to Pr‘ovicle you with plenty oF information and resources thiroughout the year and will send
out inFormation through emoil ond our newsletters. Let's have a fantastic 2025-26 school year!
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BTH What works, what doesn’t and why

ADHD diagnoses are on the rise, but soc are
the myths.
Join us to uncover what ADHD really means
and how to encourage and support these
wonderfully unigue minds.

OCTOBER

Presentor:
Frank Kros, MSW, JD
Kros Learning Group,

CEOQ and Founder

el ® SECACIEE
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CCPS,DCPS, KCPS, TCPS, & QACPS

i ( = )* 512(:‘ \(: [nvites you to attend a

U
MULTI-COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION

Y AT\,
VAl RESOURCE FAIR
LOCAL FAMILY SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS

NOVEMBER 6 5:00pM-7:00PM

CHESAPEAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CAROLINE CENTER - LOWER LEVEL

Family Support Center of QAC
QAC Judy Centers

Infants & Toddlers of QAC

DORS

Successfully Nurtured Collective
Helpful Hearts Health Services, Inc
TRAX Advantage Driving Academy
QAC Sheriff's Office

Talbot County Free Library

Camp Pecometh

Caroline County Health Dept
Parents Place of Maryland

MMRS - Medical Mgmt & Rehab Serv
Fello

Able Health Services, Inc.
Radcliffe Creek School

Parents Place of Maryland (PPMD)
Discovering Serenity Counseling
Three Fish Aquatics

Caroline County Judy Center
Affiliated Sante Group

Optimal Case Management
Family Support (ALL COUNTIES)
Maryland ABLE

The Village Maternal Holistic
Wellness Center

Community Health Qutreach
Autism Bible Camp

Maryland Coalition of Families
MidShore Secondary Transition
MSDE Maryland EXCELS

Wrap Around Maryland, Inc

Kay Services, Inc

Ches. College - TRIO Upward Bound
Adonai Homecare Services
Talisman Therapeutic Riding
Delmarva Pride Center
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... and MORE!

Registration NOT REQUIRED - BUT APPRECIATED

REGISTER TO ATTEND HERE

& @oersiffi o SECAC
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Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee (SECAC)

The Queen Anne's County Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee (SECAC) is a part of a statewide network of advisory
committees that are required by state and federal law. The Maryland State Department of Education supports the
development of local advisory committees in each local school system. A Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee
(SECAC) enables a local director of special education to seek meaningful input from parents and families, community partners,
service providers, educators and administrators on local issues relative to students with disabilities.

QAC SECAC welcomes parental and community participation!
WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT OUR MEETINGS AND EVENTS!!

Some of our meetings and events will feature guest speakers, some will focus on enhancing and strengthening relationships
with families and partnerships through workshops, and others will be general meetings with the focus on advisory.

s \OAGPS SEGAG aw
&Z)" FAMILY SUPPORT
2025-2026 EVENTS

SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
10/08/2025 Rethinking ADHD - What works, What doesnt, and Why.
6:30PM Kros Leaming Group / QACPS, TCPS, KCPS, & CCPS

NAMI - ZOOM or KCPS Middle School

Learn about NAMI services and the Ending the Silence
program offered in schools and colleges. Gain knowledge
on warning signs, ways to help, and strategies to reduce

stigma while supporting mental health.

OCTOBER Trunk or Treat - Kinera

m Resource Fair - Chesapeake College

11/06/2025 Resources to benefit the special education population with
= 5-7PM service providers, agencies, organizations, camps, and clubs

Caroline Center 5pm - 7pm

= 01/13/2026
= 6:30PM SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
= 03/21/2026 SIBSHOP @ Easton YMCA
e 0-1PM 10am - Ipm

A Swim Safety Event / Pathfinders
5 - MARCH Centreville YMCA
u Mock Traffic Stop Event / Pathfinders

01/00_2 é%ﬁnze Chesapeake College  10am - 2pm

05/19/2026 SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
6:30PM

\
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When They HEEEERE

Wander or Run Away
webinar

PATHFINDERS

roR AUTISM

pathfindersforautism.org

Risks and Prevention Strategies

Pathfinders for Autism works to support and oA il i
improve the lives of individuals with autism F g
through expansive, customized programming,
and by providing resources, training,
information and activities free of charge.

b =
Officer Laurie Reyes and Shelly McLau ghlin

The Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center is

This webinar addresses:

the cornerstone of our efforts to serve « reasons why individuals might elope A e Mwm.w]
) aMa . * safety preventive measures parents and i roeming ol
Maryland’s families by: caregivers can put into place e, et sy T R

« what information is most beneficial for police if
yaur loved one goes missing

e providing timely, accurate autism-specific

information and resources (R Tuesday, October 14, 2025
e responding personally to inquiries via . 6-8 pm
telephone, email and Facebook &i To register contact: Robyn Roberts
e distributing monthly “PFA Tips” articles on a S— i e ol
variety of topics. PATI INNDERS

R AUTISM

What to Do During a Traffic Stop s E Nso RY
EVERYONE feels anxiety when they see that police su N DA s
car light up behind them. You begin to wonder, “Am |

in trouble?” “What did | do wrong?” It can make
slowing down your brain difficult in that moment and y ‘ AT T H E B & O
think about what you need to do. So it’s time to start

thinking about what you should do BEFORE you get
pulled over. The goal is to have a safe interaction To support our neurodivergent visitors, the B&O

during a traffic stop. Railroad Museum dedicates first Sundays in select
months to Sensory Awareness. These days will

This program is fully inclusive — it’s open to ALL . . .
prog Y P include environmental accommodations (no

drivers and passengers of ALL ages!

music, low lighting, quiet areas, increased signage

Upcoming Mock Traffic Stop Sessions: for areas with sound effects), as well as sensory-
Howard County - October 17 friendly events (kids craft, train ride, and tour) and
Baltimore County — October 30 resources (sensory kits, social stories, and
Queen Anne’s County - April 2, 2026 community table). October 5 - Harvest Festival

Washington County = April 16, 2026 Craft: Fall Suncatcher Sensory Exploration Table

Wicomico County - June 3, 2026 Fall Games Maryland on the Rails Tour

Contact Name : Lee Anne Spear Contact Email :
edu@borail.org

B & O Railroad Museum
901 West Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21223




&> Kinera

Kent County Middle Schoaol
October 22, 2025
5:00 pizza & refreshments
5:30 program

+

Join us virtually orin person! &
Scancode to register -->

The National Alliance on Mental lliness [NAMI)
resources and tfraining

* I
% Mental health warning signs and ways to

o |
Sunday, October 26th Bl e

Ending the Silence in our schools 4 r

o

B Virtual Family Suppert Group ; j v

€9 NAM Kent and Queer Anne's Courty E'-' E

Kent & Queen haril Kant and Ouean Anne's
NAMI|ERntE a1
Anne’s County JUEIEEESEET R LALS

B nomikertondquesnannese gmail.com E
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Partnership TRANSITION .
r(yect . UNIVERSITY [
S Altism Society .
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Honestly Autism Day (HAD) was first held in April of 2010. It grew to
become a beloved annual event attracting many from the local Autism
community and beyond. By adhering to the underlying theme of
presuming competence and highlighting the strengths and the unique

lived experiences of the Autistic community, while never shying from or TR A N s I T I U N u N I V E R s I TY

apologizing for the honesty; a unique space was created where
perspectives shift. Presented by PEATC in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE)

Join us on October 25, 2025 for an Autism conference like no other!The
event was held every year for 10 years until 2020 when we were forced to

cancel as a result of the world pandemic. We cancelled not realizing the % A FREE Parent-Friendly 5-Session
impact the pandemic would have on all our lives. It took some time to Self-Paced Online Course on S 4
rethink and reconnect, but we are proud to say that Honestly Autism Day IXAIC Transition to Adulthood EBUEATION

is finally back! The goal remains the same - to inspire and to generate the
passion that is necessary for creating a world of opportunities,
acceptance, and meaningful change. Together we can unify and uplift our
community through mutual understanding.
Time: Check-in starts at 7:45 am and the programs will end at apx. 4:00
pm
Location: Towson University Union Building 3rd Floor
Parking: Park in the Union Garage which is FREE on Saturdays. 200 Cross
Campus Dr. Towson
Cost: $55 Includes full event access, light breakfast, and boxed lunch.
Advance registration is required. We are unable to accommodate walk-ins.

ly-autism-day-2025

FALL 2025 SESSION

October 6, 2025 - December 8, 2025
REGISTER HERE: tinyurl.com/y7p665bh




G 9 ‘easterseals

Camp Fairlee

25-26 Respite Weekends
Oct. 24-26 - Halloween
Nov. 21-23 - Thanksgiving
Dec. 12-14 - Holiday
Feb. 13-15 - Valentine’s
March 13-15 - Spring

Accessible activities allowing parents a
respite from caregiving

3:1 only

WHAT IS EXPECTED?

Upen avirtual or in-
person visit with the
patient and family. a
team member will
discuss:

* Medical needs

* Assistancein
creating a
Personal
Informaticn
Binder
Emergency
incident pre-
planning
Expectation and
resources

Queen Anmes County
Departmen ol Emergency Med ca ] Senaes
100 Commiimmca g D

Centealle M. 2|617

Con et cais U ith @ogac.org

l-'-: Developmental
-

Maryland Disabilities Administration

| UPDATE |

2025 Waiver Amendment Webinar Series

Tuesday, :
September 16 Waiver Changes and You
12-2:30 PM
Friday, Self-Directed Services
@ September 19 Updates
9-11:30 AM
Friday, Provider Opportunities
September 19 .
it and Requirements
Wednesday,
October 1 New and Updated Forms
12-1:30 PM
Thursday,
October 2 LTSSMaryland Updates
12-1:30 PM

Register: bit.ly/4p40UJO

[

GLIDE will prepare bling and low vision transilion-aged youth for ife after high schoal (college
or employment) through inferactive and energefic workshops.

GLIDE returns for the 2025 - 2026 school year!
Jain us for another year of exciling new fopics and activitie s!

DATES and TOPICS:

September 20: Prologue: Life Beyand the Classroom

Octeber 18: Commanding the Stage: Preseniing with Presence
November 15: Plot Twists & Partnerships: Working in Harmeany
December 13: Breaking the Script: Rising Beyond Expectations
January 17: Conversations in the Margin: Informationa Interviewing
February 13; Gathering the Cast; NFEMD Canvention

March 14: From Chaos te Centrok Organizing Your Way fo Success
April 18: Next Chapter: Siepping inic What's Ahead

June (TBD): Epllogue: /ndependent Living Skif's Retreat

WORKSHOP TIMES:
2 30AM-10:00AM Breakfast Opfional
1 AM-4:00PM Workshops at BISM

3345 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD, 21227
(iran sportation provided if requested)

“BEVP HERE!® :hiige fomm AT oe PG DuSpm L
If yois hawe anyquestions, please contact lubi Marula at jm ruls @b morg or 410.737.2642 or
Emma Meyer grever@bism o 410.737-2616

Al workshops ane bad by qua lified blind instruzorea nd mantors, This program iz mads pessibls though a partnership
with the Office af@lindness a ndd Vislon Services at the Division of Rehablistion Services [DORS)




’ m;_!r:,-l.;lr'd coalition of families

Maryland Coalition of Families

Maryland Coalition of Families provides hope, guidance, and support to people who love and care for someone
with mental health, substance use, or problem gambling challenges. We have personal experience supporting
someone we love so we understand firsthand how difficult it can be to navigate complex systems and access
critical resources. We also know how comforting it can be to have someone to lean on who is reliable and
knowledgeable and who listens with understanding and compassion.

As Maryland's primary provider of family peer support, we are your neighbors, living and working in the
communities alongside those we help. You may see us at the grocery store, library, dry cleaners or in the pick up
line at school at dismissal time. We can help you:

* Navigate systems of care that are often complicated, frustrating and confusing.

* Find and access resources, services, and programs for yourself or your loved one.

® Connect with families experiencing similar challenges to build natural bonds and support systems.

* Gain a better understanding of the challenges your loved one faces and identify a path forward.

* Help you find your voice to be the best advocate for yourself and your loved one.

® |earn strategies and build skills to help you take care of yourself while you take care of your loved one.

All services - one-to-one support, support groups, workshops or trainings - are confidential and offered at no cost
to you regardless of income or insurance.

_,!_]. el J

L Brogram of the Usrplards Coalition of FamSen

Something for 25 MCF s
Everyone

YiFTad! S rporT SrouL

Talk It Out
. Tuesday

-

September 16, 2025
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Starting March 26, 2025 i A
Virtual via Zoom

Bl = T30 P
. Migis on tha Lih

> M ; - s Wodnesday of each monih
5 -

=
Join us for Talk It Out Tuesday—a monthly virtual
space for young adults to share, connect, and
support one another, Whether you're facing
challenges, seeking advice, or just want to chat, this
is a welcoming place for YOU!
Registration Required:
Contact Olivia Suite at
For raegistration of rmseting Lindk: osuite@mdcoalition.org

Tan Gorman to register and receive the meeting link.
tgarmandmdeaalitionorsg
240-818-3534

www.mdcoalition.org



parents’place

www.ppmd.org

The Parents’ Place of Maryland began in 1990 as a
grass-roots effort of families, professionals, and
community leaders determined to provide resources,
support, and information to parents of children with
disabilities and special health care needs. Our
philosophy of “families helping families” reflects our
commitment to supporting families of diverse
backgrounds.

Today, the Parents’ Place offers a variety of programs
and services that continue to support families of
children with disabilities and special health care needs.
Serving as Maryland’s Parent Training and Information
Center and Family-to-Family Health Information
Center, Parents’ Place supports thousands of Maryland
families each year. Parents’ Place, staffed primarily by
parents who have faced these challenges, believes that
experienced parents are a key source of knowledge and
support to help other families become effective voices
for their own children.

One-on-One Support

PPMD offers families individualized support from
someone who knows what it means to have a child
with a disability or a special healthcare need.

Training

PPMD offers a variety of interactive trainings for
parents and professionals. The trainings provide a
combination of information and resources through
the use of hands-on activities.

Referrals

PPMD is here to help. If you are unable to locate
resources or information on our website, please
contact us for assistance.

Information

PPMD offers information and resources to support
families of children with disabilities and special
healthcare needs. Please contact us for information
specific to your child needs.

AdVEEicate

Viaryland

We Are Decoding Dyslexia Maryland:
14 Chapters, Stronger Together

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a parent-led,
grassroots movement driven by families
concerned about reading instruction and
interventions for all students, including those with
dyslexia, in Maryland Public Schools.

Where to Find Help for Dyslexia, Dysgraphia &
Dyscalculia

Please connect with your local Decoding Dyslexia
Maryland chapter to learn more about supports
for families along with how you can put your boots
on the ground to change reading instruction in
Maryland.

https://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/local-
chapters.html

What's New?

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a grassroots
organization driven by Maryland families and
educators who recognize the need for
conversations with our school districts and policy
makers regarding reading and dyslexia. In addition
to raising awareness, providing resources and
advocating for the dyslexia community, we work
to make systemic changes in our K-12 school and
university teacher prep systems to improve
literacy instruction for all students.

DECODING DYSLEXIA
EASTERN SHORE

decodingdyslexiamd@gmail.com



CHILD FIND

Identify. Locate. Evaluate.

CHILD FIND PROGRAM

Child Find is an ongoing process through which
all children with disabilities, from birth through
21 years of age, in the State who are eligible for
early intervention or in need of special education
services are identified, located and evaluated.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

It begins with a review or screening of available
information about the child.

When screening indicates the possibility of an
educational disability, the child is evaluated in
relevant areas.

When results indicate that a child is disabled and

in need of special education services, an
individualized plan is developed.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CHILD FIND SERVICES?

Children ages 3 & 4 residing in Queen Anne’s
County who are not enrolled in a preschool/PreK
program.

Children ages 3-21 enrolled in Queen Anne's
County Public School.

Children ages 3-21 attending an MSDE approved
private/parochial school located in Queen Anne’s
County, regardless of residency.

Children ages 3-12 residing in Queen Anne's
County who are participating in home-schooling.

ONLINE CHILD FIND REFERRAL
CLICK HERE

WHO MAY REFER?

Child Find begins with a referral. Parents, teachers,
physicians, community agencies, day care/nursery
schools, other health specialists, and private schools may
refer children.

To begin the referral process if your child is currently
enrolled in QACPS:

Submit a written or electronic referral to your child’s
school principal and/or Individualized Education Program
(IEP) team chairperson.

The written referral is the documentation of the
individual’s reason for the referral. It should include:
The date of the referral;

Student’s name, gender, date of birth; and grade;
Parent(s) or primary caregiver’s name(s), address, and
telephone number

Child Find Referral Form

For children birth to age 3, contact the single point of
entry at:

Ms. Mary Lou Christian, R.N.
QAC Department of Health
206 N. Commerce St.
Centreville, MD 21617
410-758-2838 - FAX
410-758-0720 Ext. 4456

For children ages 3 — 4 who are not currently enrolled in a
QACPS school, please contact:

Mrs. Courtney Turner
Preschool Coordinator

(410) 758-2403 Ext. 250

115 Vincit St

Centreville, Maryland 21617
Courtney.Turner@gacps.org

For children ages 5 - 21 who are not currently enrolled in
a QACPS school, please contact:

Mr. Kevin Thompson

Special Education Facilitator
(410) 758-2403 Ext. 185

115 Vincit St

Centreville, Maryland 21617
Kevin.Thompson@gacps.org



Family Support Services

The Family Support Network (FSN) was created to meet the needs of
Maryland families with children, birth to 3, who have been identified
as havening developmental delays or disabilities by: (a) providing
information to families regarding community services; (b) referring
families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy groups; (c)
providing opportunities for families to network and share ideas and
experiences; and (d) helping to link “experienced” parents with
parents of newly identified children with similar needs.

Preschool Partners provide ongoing support to families of children : m.,,
ages 3 through 5, maintaining the connection with the local Infants & /
Toddlers Program, as well as fostering new connections among : &

families, preschool programs, and community services. MATYEANE STATE DEFAETMSHY O BOUCATION

sion of Special EducationEarly brites

Family
Support
Services

For Families of Children With Disabilities

Questions? Contact: mandy.Landon@qacps.org

Infants & Toddlers Program

Purpose
}Lj The Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers

Program provides multidisciplinary early intervention
services to eligible children, birth through 4 years of
age and their families. Through family-centered
services, parents and caregivers are provided guidance
and coaching to help their child be successful at home
and in the community and develop school readiness

Services skills.
Physical Therapy Audiology Eligibility
Occupational Therapy Vision

Has a 25% delay in at least one of five developmental
areas: cognitive, physical (including vision, hearing, fine
and gross motor), communication, social/emotional,
adaptive

Speech & Language Therapy Transition
Family Education/ Support Behavior
Special Instruction Service Coordination

Referrals
Manifests atypical development or behavior in one or

more of the five developmental areas, interferes with
current development, and is likely to result in a
subsequent delay (even when diagnostic instruments
and procedures do not document a 25% delay)

Anyone can refer a child to the Infants & Toddlers
Program (e.g., pediatricians, family members,
parents)! To make a referral, visit
http://referral.mditp.org, or contact Mary Lou

Christian, R.N. at 410-758-0720 x4456.
Has a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has

For more information, contact Dawn Fraser, a high probability of resulting in developmental delay

Program Coordinator, at 410-556-6103 x11or  (€.g., Down Syndrome, substance-exposed newborn,
dawn.fraser@qacps.orsg. Autism, hearing or visual impairment, etc.)



Down Syndrome Association of Maryland

Phone: 410-321-5434
Email: info@DSAmd.org

DSA m d Down Syndrome Association of Maryland
P.O. Box 20127 | Baltimore, MD 21286

We are a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

DOWN SYNDROME
ASSOCIATION
OF MARYLAND

| EASTERN gy~
@DSAmd [3?‘;??4?11"::‘5 : SHORE FAMILY

e
CIRCLE
Assemble EVERY 4™ THURSDAY @ 6:30 PM
" Walk-a-Thon event: ONLINE
11.1.25 at Rotary Pavilion, City Park - Salisbury

+ Honor Superhero Advocates Eastern Shore Family Circle is a welcoming, virtual space for
Rinettuiatbbamiatitiaal  families of individuals with Down syndrome living on or
PR i i connected to Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

+ Pladge to Advocate

We meet every 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30PM (with
Holiday exceptions) to connect, share, and support one
another. Whether you’re new to the journey or have been
part of the community for years, you are welcome here.

What to Expect:
Friendly conversation and check-in
A space to talk about everyday life, needs, goals, and
aspirations
_. Assemble ' Info on DSAmd programs, advocacy, and upcoming
il ' M opportunities
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Time to share ideas, ask questions, and help shape future
Join us in making history at our Rirst-ever initiatives for the Eastern Shore
Eastern Shore Walk-A-Thon!
Whether you have 30 minutes or 3 hours, we Who Should Attend:
hgue:Gihole o youl Families of individuals with Down syndrome
Self-advocates
Supporters and caregivers who live on or near the Eastern
Shore

Come as you are—camera on or off, solo or with a snack in
Questions? Email engagement@dsamd.org hand. This space is for you.
StepUpEasternShore.org

Fill out our
volunteer form

Email us at: engagement@dsamd.org



(HESTERWNE

Foundation & Center

ChesterWye Envisions a community where
differences are celebrated and welcome a
world in which people with disabilities work,
socialize, live, and have valued relationships in
the community

ChesterWye’s Mission is to assist people with
developmental and intellectual differences to
pursue community membership through
employment, community living, natural
supports, and meaningful relationships in
their community

110 ChesterWye Lane

Grasonville Md. 21638

info@ChesterWye.com
410-827-7048

ChesterWye was the first organization in the
state of Maryland to provide"home style"
living and customized programs for adults
adults with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. The ChesterWye is dedicated to a
"person-centered" approach welcoming each
new member of the community.

Services Include:
e Transitioning Youth
Community Living
Meaningful Day
Employment Training & Opportunities
Transportation Services

We believe in improving the lives
of people affected by ADHD.

In working towards our mission,
the behavior of the CHADD staff
CHADD and volunteer leadership is

determined by the following

core values:

e Integrity

e Respectful, open communication

e Quality of our work product and productivity in
our work effort, to assure sustained customer
satisfaction

¢ Flexibility and teamwork

e A demonstrated commitment to diversity in all
its forms

¢ Dedicated to fulfilling CHADD’s mission with
passion and enthusiasm

www.CHADD.org

Parents of ADD Support Group

Second Tuesday of every month, 8:30 - 9:20 PM

Severna Park United Methodist Church
731 Benfield Rd in Severna Park, Md

If you or someone close to you has been
diagnosed with an attention deficit disorder, then
you may be looking for information and support.
You don't have to face it alone! Find hope,
information, and support at CHADD Anne Arundel
County Chapter monthly meetings among people
who have been in the same place that you are
Now.

Support Group meetings are held the second
Tuesday of each month from 8:30-9:20pm
(September through June) at the Severna Park
United Methodist Church, and offers a time to
chat with others over refreshments.

Support groups are open to non-members.

Visit www.aacochadd.org for more information



