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Supporting Every Learner, Every Day

Winter is a time to celebrate kindness, connection, and growth. Across our
schools, students of all ages are building skills, gaining confidence, and showing
us every day that learning looks different—and that’s something to celebrate.
We are proud of our students and grateful for the families and staff who
support them.

@ This Season’s Focus: Kindness & Inclusion

The colder months remind us that a caring community can
warm our hearts and help everyone thrive.

Our classrooms continue to support:
Respect for individual learning styles
Social-emotional growth
Independence and self-advocacy
Positive relationships with peers and adults
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Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee (SECAC)

The Queen Anne's County Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee (SECAC) is a part of a statewide network of advisory
committees that are required by state and federal law. The Maryland State Department of Education supports the
development of local advisory committees in each local school system. A Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee
(SECAC) enables a local director of special education to seek meaningful input from parents and families, community partners,
service providers, educators and administrators on local issues relative to students with disabilities.

QAC SECAC welcomes parental and community participation!
WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT OUR MEETINGS AND EVENTS!!

Some of our meetings and events will feature guest speakers, some will focus on enhancing and strengthening relationships
with families and partnerships through workshops, and others will be general meetings with the focus on advisory.
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> FAMILY SUPPORT
2025.- 2026 EVENTS

SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
10/08/2025 Rethinking ADHD - What works, What doesnt, and Why.
6:30PM Kros Learning Group / QACPS, TCPS, KCPS, & CCPS

NAMI - ZOOM or KCPS Middle School

Learn about NAMI services and the Ending the Silence
program offered in schools and colleges. Gain knowledge
on warning signs, ways to help, and strategies to reduce

stigma while supporting mental health.

OCTOBER Trunk or Treat - Kinera

m Resource Fair - Chesapeake College
11/06/2025 Resources to benefit the special education population with
= 5-7PM service providers, agencies, organizations, camps, and clubs
Caroline Center 5pm - 7pm

= 01/13/2026
= 6:30PM SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
= 03/21/2026 SIBSHOP @ Easton YMCA
= 10 - 1PM 10am - Ipm

f ' Swim Safety Event / Pathfinders
5: ~ MARCH Centreville YMCA
u Mock Traffic Stop Event/ Pathfinders

0‘!"{00_2 é%g‘26 Chesapeake College  10am - 2pm

05/19/2026 SECAC MEETING - ZOOM
6:30PM

\

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY|
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Mandy.Landon(@qacps.org A\
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ey OUPpOrting Your
13TH Child's ADHD Brain:

Practical Tools and
Strategies

Presentor:
Frank Kros, MSW, 1D y
Kros Learning Group, m

CEO and Founder



https://forms.gle/ysByhmQwWWUMkqXW8
https://forms.gle/ysByhmQwWWUMkqXW8

Open to siblings (grades 1-6) of children with disabilities. Sibshops is a nationally recognized
program that provides peer support and information to brothers and sisters of children with
disabilities in a recreational and fun educational setting. Activities are available in Caroline,
Dorchester, Queen Anne's, and Talbot counties. Supplies and lunch are included at no cost.

While children participate in Sibshops, families are welcome to stay and chat with a Family
Navigator from Fello. This is a great opportunity to discuss common topics and connect with
other families.

r children, childcare is only provided

ote that while families may bring othe

» Plea nren enrolled in Sibshops.

for child

blossom Rd. Easton, MD 21601

10:00AM - 12:30PM | YMCA Easton - 202 Peach

Questions? Feel free to reach out to:

Queen Anne's County Public Schools Caroline County Public Schools

Mandy Landon | mandy.landon@qacps.org Casey Irby | irby.casey@ccpsstaff.org
Dorchester County Public Schools Talbot County Public Schools

Kelly Flack | flackk@dcpsmd.org Stacey Behrens | shehrens@talbotschools.org
Fello

: NVl L agd
Sara Pease | spease@fello.org CaDLgII_IIQECCHgggty fe“o. DEPS ﬁl

Duarchester County Py



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e93465ce9ec9468faaf3a3900509f617
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e93465ce9ec9468faaf3a3900509f617

PATHFINDERS
FOR AUTISM

What to Do During
a Traffic Stop

Mock traffic stops for ALL drivers and passengers of ALL ages

Thursday, April 2, 2026

Practice times available 10am-2pm Participants will:

* Register for a practice time

]
|
|
C H E SAP EAK E \ : * Learn what to do during a traffic stop
|
|
|

* Practice being pulled over by local police in
COLLEGE = Sl 4 #

1000 College Circle, Wye Mills, MD 21679

a calm environment
I * Receive a Traffic Stop Toolkit

Free to attend; Registration required
pathfindersforautism.org/traffic-stop-qac/

In partnership with: Chesapeake College Campus
Police, Queen Anne’s Co. Sheriff, Denton Police,
Maryland State Police, and Queen Anne’s, Talbot
and Caroline Co. SECACs.

TALBOT COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SECAC

Caroline County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

OMNE FAMILY. ONE VISION AC
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rmaryland coalition of families

Maryland Coalition of Families
www.mdcoalition.org

Maryland Coalition of Families provides hope, guidance, and support to people who love and care for someone
with mental health, substance use, or problem gambling challenges. We have personal experience supporting
someone we love so we understand firsthand how difficult it can be to navigate complex systems and access
critical resources. We also know how comforting it can be to have someone to lean on who is reliable and
knowledgeable and who listens with understanding and compassion.

As Maryland's primary provider of family peer support, we are your neighbors, living and working in the
communities alongside those we help. You may see us at the grocery store, library, dry cleaners or in the pick up

line at school at dismissal time. We can help you:

* Navigate systems of care that are often complicated, frustrating and confusing.

* Find and access resources, services, and programs for yourself or your loved one.

* Connect with families experiencing similar challenges to build natural bonds and support systems.

* Gain a better understanding of the challenges your loved one faces and identify a path forward.

* Help you find your voice to be the best advocate for yourself and your loved one.

® |earn strategies and build skills to help you take care of yourself while you take care of your loved one.

All services - one-to-one support, support groups, workshops or trainings - are confidential and offered at no cost
to you regardless of income or insurance.

Lunch Hour:
Autism
Caregiver
Support
Group

Take a break and connect
with fellow caregivers who
understand the unique
journey of raising a child
with autism. S he o nEh
This supportive space 12 -1 PM
offers a chance to share
experiences, exchange
resources, and simply vent
with others who truly get
it. Whether you're looking
for advice or just a
listening ear, you are
welcome here.

Every 2"! Wednesday

Virtual Meeting
For more information,
contact:

Jenice Bruce

443-539-6410

25 MCF

years | 0

jbruce@mdcoalition.org,

/ maryland coalition of families

Coaliciéon de
Familias de
Maryland
presenta:

iEl Poder de
Compartir!

Grupo de apoyo para
. familias de habla hispana

Grupo de Apoyo en espafiol.
Venga y (inase a otros padres y
cuidadores de nifios con
problemas de salud mental y
conductual. Nos uniremos y nos
apoyaremos mutuamente con
nuestra experiencia vivida,
Informacién educativa y recursos
disponibles. jEste programa no
tiene costo y todos son
bienvenidos!

ler. y 3er. Miércoles del Mes
10:00 am - 12:00pm
Como Conectarse: Por ZOOM

Las familias de habla hispana de
todo Maryland pueden asistir.

Para mas informacion
compartiendo historias, de saber que no y para recibir el enlace Zoom
estamos solos ... y nunca rendirnos.” se puede contactar con Ely al

--Una mamé MCF elanza@mdcoalition.org
o al (443)766-0420

"Podemos apoyarnos mutuamente




1954 Greenspring Drive, LL20,

FOR AUT'SM Timonium, MD 21093

Phone: 443.330.5370

p PATH FI N D ER‘S Pathfinders For Autism

SAFETY « COMMUNITY » RESOURCE

The Maryland Science Center
Tornadoes, dinosaurs, a bed of nails and
more!

Exhibits include:

Dinosaur Mysteries
Life Beyond Earth
Newton's Alley
Science Aglow
IMAX Movie

Planetarium and more!

lel's Sr‘[enr"e' H"

Saturday, February 21, 2026
(registration closes 1/18/206)
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Maryland Science Center
600 Light Street, Baltimore, MD 21230

FREE to attend, however, you MUST register here.

Special thanks to our friends at The Freedom to Help Foundation for
sponsoring this event


https://pathfindersforautism.org/sciencecenter-copy/
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We Are Decoding Dyslexia Maryland:
14 Chapters, Stronger Together

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a parent-led,
grassroots movement driven by families
concerned about reading instruction and
interventions for all students, including those with
dyslexia, in Maryland Public Schools.

Where to Find Help for Dyslexia, Dysgraphia &
Dyscalculia

Please connect with your local Decoding Dyslexia
Maryland chapter to learn more about supports
for families along with how you can put your boots
on the ground to change reading instruction in
Maryland.

https://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/local-
chapters.html

What's New?

Decoding Dyslexia Maryland is a grassroots
organization driven by Maryland families and
educators who recognize the need for
conversations with our school districts and policy
makers regarding reading and dyslexia. In addition
to raising awareness, providing resources and
advocating for the dyslexia community, we work
to make systemic changes in our K-12 school and
university teacher prep systems to improve
literacy instruction for all students.

~
DECODING

. DS LEXIA
MARYLAND

DECODING DYSLEXIA
EASTERN SHORE

decodingdyslexiamd@gmail.com

DYSLEXIA
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Hosted by Dyslexia Sparks
Dyslexia doesn't always look the way we expect.
Many individuals develop strong coping strategies
and manage to hide their reading and writing
difficulties behind compensatory skills. This often
leads to late identification, misdiagnosis, and a lack
of appropriate support.

Join us for an eye-opening webinar exploring
masking dyslexia, where we’ll uncover the signs and
long-term impacts of undetected dyslexia.

What you’ll learn:

* What “masking” dyslexia means and why it
happens

e Common characteristics of masked dyslexia in
children and adults

e How masking differs across age groups

* The academic and emotional toll of late
identification

* Tools and strategies for early recognition and
intervention

Whether you're an educator, adult or parent, this
session will help you better understand how dyslexia
can be hidden, and what can be done to offer
support.

There will be a live Q&A at the end of the
presentation, where you can ask any further
questions.

Can’tjoin us live?

Don’t worry — a recording will be sent to all registered
attendees after the session.

Places are free but limited and must be booked in
advance. Online link will be sent upon registration.

Register Here


https://www.tickettailor.com/events/dyslexiasparks/1809279

. The Parents’ Place of Maryland began in 1990 as a
] grass-roots effort of families, professionals, and

PE.I"E"tS PIEICE community leaders determined to provide resources,
support, and information to parents of children with
disabilities and special health care needs. Our
philosophy of “families helping families” reflects our
commitment to supporting families of diverse
backgrounds.

www.ppmd.org

Today, the Parents’ Place offers a variety of programs and services that continue to support families of
children with disabilities and special health care needs. Serving as Maryland’s Parent Training and
Information Center and Family-to-Family Health Information Center, Parents’ Place supports thousands
of Maryland families each year. Parents’ Place, staffed primarily by parents who have faced these
challenges, believes that experienced parents are a key source of knowledge and support to help other
families become effective voices for their own children.

One-on-One Support
PPMD offers families individualized support from someone who knows what it means to have a child
with a disability or a special healthcare need.

Training
PPMD offers a variety of interactive trainings for parents and professionals. The trainings provide a
combination of information and resources through the use of hands-on activities.

Referrals

PPMD is here to help. If you are unable to locate resources or information on our website, please
contact us for assistance.

Information
PPMD offers information and resources to support families of children with disabilities and special
healthcare needs. Please contact us for information specific to your child needs.

FREE VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

During this free virtual workshop we will:
Understand the concept of resilience
Explore and implement practical strategies
Recognize the critical role of parental
modeling and environment
Develop actionable plans

Click here to register.



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/VuT2cxwKQgaVoGMv9tuweA#/registration

CHILD FIND

Identify. Locate. Evaluate.

CHILD FIND PROGRAM

Child Find is an ongoing process through which
all children with disabilities, from birth through
21 years of age, in the State who are eligible for
early intervention or in need of special education
services are identified, located and evaluated.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

It begins with a review or screening of available
information about the child.

When screening indicates the possibility of an
educational disability, the child is evaluated in
relevant areas.

When results indicate that a child is disabled and

in need of special education services, an
individualized plan is developed.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CHILD FIND SERVICES?

Children ages 3 & 4 residing in Queen Anne’s
County who are not enrolled in a preschool/PreK
program.

Children ages 3-21 enrolled in Queen Anne's
County Public School.

Children ages 3-21 attending an MSDE approved
private/parochial school located in Queen Anne’s
County, regardless of residency.

Children ages 3-12 residing in Queen Anne's
County who are participating in home-schooling.

ONLINE CHILD FIND REFERRAL
CLICK HERE

WHO MAY REFER?

Child Find begins with a referral. Parents, teachers,
physicians, community agencies, day care/nursery
schools, other health specialists, and private schools may
refer children.

To begin the referral process if your child is currently
enrolled in QACPS:

Submit a written or electronic referral to your child’s
school principal and/or Individualized Education Program
(IEP) team chairperson.

The written referral is the documentation of the
individual’s reason for the referral. It should include:
The date of the referral;

Student’s name, gender, date of birth; and grade;
Parent(s) or primary caregiver’s name(s), address, and
telephone number

Child Find Referral Form

For children birth to age 3, contact the single point of
entry at:

Ms. Mary Lou Christian, R.N.
QAC Department of Health
206 N. Commerce St.
Centreville, MD 21617
410-758-2838 - FAX
410-758-0720 Ext. 4456

For children ages 3 — 4 who are not currently enrolled in a
QACPS school, please contact:

Mrs. Courtney Turner
Preschool Coordinator

(410) 758-2403 Ext. 250

115 Vincit St

Centreville, Maryland 21617
Courtney.Turner@gacps.org

For children ages 5 - 21 who are not currently enrolled in
a QACPS school, please contact:

Mr. Kevin Thompson

Special Education Facilitator
(410) 758-2403 Ext. 185

115 Vincit St

Centreville, Maryland 21617
Kevin.Thompson@gacps.org



Family Support Services

The Family Support Network (FSN) was created to meet the needs of
Maryland families with children, birth to 3, who have been identified
as havening developmental delays or disabilities by: (a) providing
information to families regarding community services; (b) referring
families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy groups; (c)
providing opportunities for families to network and share ideas and
experiences; and (d) helping to link “experienced” parents with
parents of newly identified children with similar needs.

Preschool Partners provide ongoing support to families of children
ages 3 through 5, maintaining the connection with the local Infants &
Toddlers Program, as well as fostering new connections among
families, preschool programs, and community services.

Questions? Contact: mandy.Landon@qacps.org

Family
Support
Services

For Families of Children With Disabilities

M.ﬂﬂYl AMD STATE DEFARTMENT OF FD\JCA'IGN
wisson of Special Education Early Intes " ey

Infants & Toddlers Program

(L %\ e
The Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers Program provides

multidisciplinary early intervention services to eligible children, birth
through 3 years of age, and their families. Through family-centered
services, parents and caregivers are provided guidance and coaching to

enhance their ability to meet their child’s needs and maximize their

potential. Services are provided at no cost to the family.

Referrals Eligibility

Are you concerned about your child’s Eligible children are under the age of 3 years, live in
development? If so, call us today! Queen Anne’s County, and:

Anyone can refer a child to the Infants & e are demonstrating a 25% delay in at least one of
Toddlers Program (e.g., pediatricians, parents, five developmental areas: cognitive, physical
family members, nurse practitioners)! To make a (including vision, hearing, fine and gross motor),
referral, visit http://referral. mditp.org or contact communication, social/emotional, adaptive, or
Ms. Mary Lou Christian, R.N., at 410-758-0720 o are displaying atypical development or behaviors
x4456 or Marylou.Christian@Maryland.gov. in one or more developmental areas, which

For more information, call us at 240-913-9696
x162 or contact Dr. Dawn Fraser, Program

interfere with current development, and are likely
to result in a subsequent delay, or

Coordinator at 667-290-7335 or * have a diagnosis that is likely to lead to a
Dawn.Fraser@qacps.ors. developmental delay (e.g., Down Syndrome,

substance-exposed newborn, Autism, hearing or

Visit us on Facebook: visual impairment)

gacps.org/special-education/infants-and-toddlers



http://referral.mditp.org/
http://qacps.org/special-education/infants-and-toddlers
http://qacps.org/special-education/infants-and-toddlers

Down Syndrome GiGi's Playhouse offers

Association of Maryland L 4 ’ FREE therapeutic,
Phone: 410-321-5434 .
Email: info@DSAmd.org a ™ educational and
DSAmd PlatoUe |
_ research-driven
Down Syndrome Association of Down Syndrome Achievement Centers .
DOWN SYNDROME Maryland educate. inspire. believe, programs to individuals
ASSOCIATION . 2
P.O. Box 20127 | Baltimore, MD ;
FAr ot X 212|86 imore, Annapolis, MD of all ages with Down

syndrome.

We are a registered 501(c)3
www.dsamd.org nonprofit organization.

EASTERN
SHORE FAMIL

CIRCLE

EVERY 4™ THURSDAY @ 6:30 PM el
ONLINE Our GiGi’s Kitchen programs are designed to
support individuals with Down syndrome by
emphasizing the importance of a healthy lifestyle
and early exposure to practical cooking skills. Under
the guidance of program leaders, participants will
engage in activities designed to promote healthy

Eastern Shore Family Circle is a welcoming,
virtual space for families of individuals with
Down syndrome living on or connected to
Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

We meet every 4th Thursday of the month at eating habits, kitchen safety awareness, food
6:30PM (with Holiday exceptions) to connect, preparation skills, self-confidence, and social skills
share, and support one another. Whether by applying learned skills as they prepare and enjoy

you’re new to the journey or have been part of | ashared meal/snack!
the community for years, you are welcome

here. The GiGi’s Kitchen programs are truly life changing!!
Participants in the GiGi’s Kitchen programs are

What to Expect: motivated by their peers as they strive for their

Friendly conversation and check-in personal Best of All in health and wellness!

A space to talk about everyday life, needs,

goals, and aspirations Program Ages

Info on DSAmd programs, advocacy, and
upcoming opportunities

Time to share ideas, ask questions, and help
shape future initiatives for the Eastern Shore

GiGi’s Kitchen Kids, recommended for ages 6-12
GiGi’s Kitchen Teen, recommended for ages 13-17
GiGi’s Kitchen Adult, recommended for ages 18+

Who Should Attend:

Families of individuals with Down syndrome
Self-advocates

Supporters and caregivers who live on or near
the Eastern Shore

Come as you are—camera on or off, solo or
with a snack in hand. This space is for you.

Register for an upcoming GiGi's Kitchen
program on our calendar of programs. We
offer GiGi's Kitchen programs live in person
and virtually, as well as through our On
Demand programs.

For more information regarding the GiGi's
Kitchen programs, call (410) 517-7474 or email
annapolis@gigisplayhouse.org

Email us at: engagement@dsamd.org


https://gigisplayhouse.org/annapolis/sfcalendar/

(HESTERWNE

Foundation & Center

ChesterWye Envisions a community where
differences are celebrated and welcome a
world in which people with disabilities work,
socialize, live, and have valued relationships in
the community

ChesterWye’s Mission is to assist people with
developmental and intellectual differences to
pursue community membership through
employment, community living, natural
supports, and meaningful relationships in
their community

110 ChesterWye Lane

Grasonville Md. 21638

info@ChesterWye.com
410-827-7048

ChesterWye was the first organization in the
state of Maryland to provide"home style"
living and customized programs for adults
adults with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. The ChesterWye is dedicated to a
"person-centered" approach welcoming each
new member of the community.

Services Include:
e Transitioning Youth
Community Living
Meaningful Day
Employment Training & Opportunities
Transportation Services

We believe in improving the lives
of people affected by ADHD.

In working towards our mission,
the behavior of the CHADD staff
CHADD and volunteer leadership is

determined by the following

core values:

e Integrity

e Respectful, open communication

e Quality of our work product and productivity in
our work effort, to assure sustained customer
satisfaction

¢ Flexibility and teamwork

e A demonstrated commitment to diversity in all
its forms

¢ Dedicated to fulfilling CHADD’s mission with
passion and enthusiasm

www.CHADD.org

Parents of ADD Support Group

Second Tuesday of every month, 8:30 - 9:20 PM

Severna Park United Methodist Church
731 Benfield Rd in Severna Park, Md

If you or someone close to you has been
diagnosed with an attention deficit disorder, then
you may be looking for information and support.
You don't have to face it alone! Find hope,
information, and support at CHADD Anne Arundel
County Chapter monthly meetings among people
who have been in the same place that you are
Now.

Support Group meetings are held the second
Tuesday of each month from 8:30-9:20pm
(September through June) at the Severna Park
United Methodist Church, and offers a time to
chat with others over refreshments.

Support groups are open to non-members.

Visit www.aacochadd.org for more information



