Sun Safety | Policy 533

POLICY Board of Education of Queen Anne’s
County

| Responsible Office: | Student Support Services |

SUN SAFETY
. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide school staff direction for promoting sun safety among
students in the school environment and to authorize students to possess and use over-the-counter
sunscreen without written permission of a health care provider.

1. POLICY STATEMENT

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer. Practicing consistent sun safety early in life can
contribute to the prevention of skin cancer. Facilitating sun safety habits in the school setting can
reduce the potential risk for ultraviolet-related illnesses in students and staff.

Pursuant to Maryland Code Annotated, Education § 7-441, students are now allowed to possess
and use over-the-counter sunscreen on school property or at a school-sponsored activity without
written permission from a health care provider.

QACPS staff are encouraged to educate students about sunscreen, sun safety, and the allowed
possession and use of over-the-counter sunscreen without written permission of a health care
provider.

I11.  DEFINITIONS

A. Sunscreen — A substance formulated to prevent sunburn, skin cancers, and other
conditions caused by excessive exposure to the sun usually by absorbing and reflecting
ultraviolet radiation.

B. Skin Cancer — The uncontrolled growth of abnormal skin cells. It occurs when
unrepaired DNA damage to skin cells (most often caused by ultraviolet radiation from
sunshine or tanning beds).

IV. POLICY ELEMENTS
None.

V. IMPLEMENTATION

The Board directs the Superintendent to implement this policy.
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VI. POLICY REVIEW
The policy is to be reviewed by the responsible office every four years after its initial adoption.
VIl. SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO TITLES, DEPARTMENTS, OR LAWS

A. Md. Code Ann., 2018, Education Article, 8 7-442

B. MSDE. (2023). Maryland School Health Services Guidelines: Sun Safety for Schools.

VIIl. EFFECTIVE DATE

Date: July 8, 2026

Mt O W

Matthew Kibler, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Queen Anne’s County Public Schools
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